
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION: Our Lady of Good Counsel is a Christ-
centered Parish enlightened by the Holy Spirit, guided 
by the Scriptures, Tradition and the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; through the Stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure, seeking to renew and maintain 
love, family unity and Christian values throughout the 
community.

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKDAYS:

Monday - Friday: 6:30 A.M.

Saturday: 7:00 A.M.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 P.M.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 A.M., 8:30 A.M.,
11:00 A.M., & 5:00 P.M.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 P.M.

First Friday Mass / Sacred Heart Devotion
Mass at 6:30 A.M.

(unless noted in bulletin )

Credit: NDTV.com

and I call on God for forgiveness. I feel 
forgiven by the Father and in that way 
I can forgive others. If not, I cannot 
forgive, and we are unable to do so.” 
For this reason, he said, forgiveness is 
a mystery.
    “Today, let us ask the Lord for the 
grace to understand this, seventy 
times seven. Let us ask for the grace 
to be ashamed before God. It is a 
huge grace. To feel ashamed of our 
sins and then receive forgiveness and 
the grace of generosity to give it to 
others, because the Lord has forgiven 
all, so who am I to not forgive?” Pope 
Francis concluded.

Zenit.org  March 21, 2017

The confessional is not like the 
dry cleaners, so don’t treat it 
like one….

    According to Vatican Radio, Pope 
Francis gave this warning while 
noting that for one to properly confess 
and be forgiven, one must feel great 
shame for what they have done. 
    The Pope also highlighted that 
being forgiven gives us, in turn, the 
ability to forgive others.“Entering 
into this mystery helps us to reform 
our lives,” the Pope continued. “The 
marvel enters your heart. You have 
the power to enter into its knowledge. 
Otherwise you leave the confessional, 
meet a friend, begin to talk and gossip 
about someone else and continue 
sinning.”
      If we don’t have this knowledge, 
we will be like the servant in the 
Gospel, who thought he could get 
away with not forgiving others, when 
he himself had been forgiven.
     “But I can forgive only when I feel 
my sins, my shame. I am ashamed 

Pope Francis: “Don’t Treat Confession 
Like the Dry Cleaners”

This week’s Readings:  Sirach 27:30-28:7;  Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12;   
Romans 14:7-9;  Matthew 18:21-35

Next week’s Readings:  Isaiah 55:6-9;  Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18;  
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a;  Matthew 20:1-16a 

Twenty-Fourth  SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
September 16 & 17, 2017
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

wound of hate and anger so as to live in grace and 
mercy as Jesus did for us on the cross.
     The call to forgive is an essential act of a disciple 
and steward of Christ.  It will always be a constant 
challenge to forgive especially when we are hurt 
badly.  But say it as it is, Jesus calls us to do so 
to live in peace and harmony with one another.  
Let not pride overwhelm us.  If we allow our own 
pride to control us, we will never see each other as 
brothers and sisters.  And, for the worse part of it, 
we will never see our own mistakes or failures as 
if we are the perfect person living in this world.
     Are you still holding a grudge with someone?  
Have you been so hurt badly that you feel the world 
is tearing apart?  If so, maybe you need to listen 
to what Jesus is telling you this Sunday, “forgive 
seventy - seven times” and to forgive “from the 
heart”.  Let not the past hinder you from looking at 
life wonderfully and blessed.  For to forgive is an 
act so divine that it brings about peace of mind and 
heart to every person.  To forgive is to show mercy 
and to show mercy is to love.  In the words of 
Pope Francis he said, “mercy is the true force that 
can save man and the world from the “cancer” 
that is sin, moral evil, spiritual evil.  Only love fills 
the void, the negative chasms that evil opens in 
hearts and in history.  Only love can do this, and 
this is God’s joy.”

Talking about forgiveness or forgiving 
involves hurt or hurts.  Some hurts can be 
slight or trivial.  Some can be hurting and 

can cause hatred and anger on the person affected.  
Either one of these moments, slight or severe, what 
is essential is the call to forgive but not only in 
words but also to forgive, as Jesus calls it, from 
the heart.
     We live in a broken world where there is so 
much anger and pain.  With our human weakness 
taking control of us, we become so sensitive with 
our dealings with people around us.  Whether it be 
a family member, a friend or a co-worker would 
say or do something that we are not pleased, it 
will reach to a point that it will become a source 
of contention or disagreement.  But know that 
every human error, there is always a moment of 
realization from the person concerned to admit 
his or her mistakes.  Then he or she will come 
to a point to ask for forgiveness.  Asking for 
forgiveness takes a lot of courage and humility 
to admit the wrongdoing.  On the part of the one 
being offended, at times, it is not easy to just say 
you are forgiven.  It also takes a lot of spirit and 
humility as well to extend forgiveness.  When 
situations arise like this, what is really important 
is to open up your mind and heart to forgive the 
person from the heart.  It is because it will heal the 

Forgiveness From The Heart



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

OLGC’s Hospitality Ministry’s main goal is to serve the parishioners and assist during Masses by welcoming 
newcomers to the parish with shell leis and rosaries.  The ushers select parishioners attending Mass to offer the 
Book of Intentions, money basket, bread and wine during offertory.  We also guide and usher parishioners during 

Communion; and distribute bulletins to the parishioners at the end of the Mass.  
     If you are interested in joining the Hospitality Ministry, please call Ben Adona at (808) 772-0585 for more information.  
We are always happy to have new members.

Here are some testimonies from volunteers:

6:30 A.M. Sunday Mass:  “My name is Abundio Cabe. I 
have been serving in the Hospitality Ministry for 16 years.  
Being an usher and serving the Lord brings great joy and 
fulfillment in my life.  Working together with other ushers 
over the years brought us closer with one another as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Since joining this Ministry, 
I have gained the knowledge and have strengthened my 
faith in the Lord.  I will continue to serve the Lord for 
many more years to come.”

8:30 A.M. Sunday Mass: “My name is Ben Adona, 
Hospitality Ministry Coordinator.  I joined this Ministry 
in 1970.  Forty-seven years as an usher has given me a 
wonderful experience in  learning to serve Christ, my 
parish and the parishioners of OLGC.  I want to thank 
the Lord for giving me the strength to follow His will and 
my fellow ushers for their commitment and cooperation in 
achieving the best for OLGC.”  

11:00 A.M. Sunday Mass: “My involvement with the 
Hospitality Ministry started off when I was in the process 
of being confirmed.  I really enjoyed dedicating my time 
to help the parish and its parishioners.  It is by God’s 
infinite blessings that I am able to get to know the many 
parishioners of OLGC, especially those who attend the 
11:00  a.m. Mass.” ( Martin Paul Osorio)

11:00 A.M. Sunday Mass:  “I first joined the Hospitality 
Ministry during my freshman year of high school.  I was 
given the opportunity to help with the Masses and I came 
to love it.  Through this Mininstry, I was able to get to 
know some of the parishioners in the Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Mass.  I feel so blessed that I am able to help our parish 
community.” (Pamela Mae Maximo)

5:00 P.M. Sunday Mass:  “ My name is Rodel Eleccion. I 
have been an usher for 19 years and through this Ministry 
I have come to know my own parish community.  I have 
come to know my fellow parishioners and met wonderful 
people who want to make a difference by serving the 
community of God.” 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY
by Ben Adona, Coordinator



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.” PAGE 4

TEACHERS OF FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE:  
MEET OUR PRESCHOOL TEACHER OF OUR 3 YEAR OLDS, FIFTH GRADE 
TEACHER, AND  21ST CENTURY LIBRARIAN  
by Chantelle Luarca, Interim School Principal

Annicelia “Annie” Agbayani was born and raised in the Philippines. Her experience 
with education began about forty years ago and it’s been her career ever since!  Annie 
earned both her Bachelor Degree in Elementary Education and her Master of Arts de-
gree in Education in Laoag City, Philippines. Before moving to Hawaii, she worked as 
a teacher, head teacher, and school principal. She spent her early years in Hawaii as a 
teacher’s assistant at Our Lady of Good Counsel School and continued her profession-
al education at Hawaii Community College where she received training and became 
skilled in early childhood education. Annie has been a preschool teacher at OLGCS for 
nearly 20 years. 
    “As a loving, caring, nurturing, understanding and patient teacher, my foremost goal 
is the welfare and well-being of my students. I love OLGC School because it’s my home 
away from home. It’s a family atmosphere. I thank God for blessing me with a wonder-
ful family at OLGC School.”

Warren Cabading is from Oahu, Hawaii.  He attended the University of Hawaii and graduated with 
a Bachelor Degree in Education in the year 2000. While in  college and at the age of 23, he came to 
know the Lord. As he grew in the Lord; so did his passion for Praise and Worship. This passion for 
music allowed him to be part of a music ministry that preached the Gospel to a multitude of youth in 
several states.  His blessings continued and led him to be a part of a Christian Punk Rock Band that 
toured the State of Hawaii and various parts of the mainland. The band was nominated for a Na Hoku 
Hanohano Award and they claimed a “Hawaii Music Award” for Best Ska Band. During those times, 
he also attended classes at UH to earn an Education degree. As his touring band career ended; his 
career as teacher began. He started teaching at Our Lady of Good Counsel School as the computer 
teacher and for three years he served under Mrs. Cindy Olaso before transferring to Kapolei High 
School where he taught Graphic Arts for five years. He returned to Our Lady of Good Counsel as 
the fifth grade teacher.  
    "As a teacher here, I have had many opportunities to grow in my craft as an educator through 
professional development workshops here locally and the mainland. I have also been able to serve in 
a leadership role for a year.  The knowledge and experience I gained has allowed me to be presenter 
at one of our Education Workshops in Hawaii. In addition to that, I have been blessed to be able to 
train our own staff in Singapore Math and technology. It is always a joy for me to help others grow 
in their craft as an educator.  Overall, my hope is that we can see Our Lady of Good Counsel School 
become a school that will be the forefront of education in the Leeward district and that all families 
will make the commitment to see their children grow in the education of Christ."

Rayette Badua-Villamor was born and raised in 
Nanakuli, Hawaii by her mother Bernadette Kurch and 
her late father, Remigio Badua. She holds a special 
bond with her 7 sisters and 3 brothers. Rayette attended 
Nanaikapono Elementary School and graduated from 
Kamehameha Kapalama Campus. She continued higher 
education with 2 years of college at the University of 

Hawaii West Oahu where she studied Psychology and is currently enrolled as a student 
at The University of Phoenix earning her Bachelor Degree in Elementary Education.  
    Before being hired at Our Lady of Good Counsel School, Rayette kept busy  as a full 
time student, a cashier, a sales representative, a food runner, and an afterschool care lead 
at Island Pacific Academy.  In November 2010, she was hired by Mrs. Cindy Olaso as a 
full-time Preschool assistant.  Her past service to the school includes teacher assistant in 
Preschool 3 and 4 and grades 2-3 and after school care teacher. Rayette currently serves 
the children in Preschool through grade 8, as the school’s "21st Century Librarian". Her 
role supports the rapid increase of electronic resources and the accompanying metadata 
that chart those resources for easier navigation. She has been working on digitizing and 
organizing the newly renovated library and will be collaborating with all classroom 
teachers and students to provide efficient navigation of selected topics. 
    "As a child, I felt ‘forced to attend Church, feed the hungry, and clean up beaches.  
Every Sunday rain or shine, my mom would wake us at 5:30 a.m. to either catch the bus 
or drive all the way from Nanakuli to China Town to attend Church. I never understood 
why my mom did it.  I look back and realize that my mom wasn’t ‘forcing’ me to follow 
her, she was paving the path for me to follow.  Somehow she knew that one day, we 
would be called to walk that path.
My prayer this school year and every school year is not to pave the path for God’s 
children, but to pave a path beside them, in hopes that one day, they too will pave a path 
that leads others to Heaven."
    Proverbs 22:6  “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it.”



MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
7 a.m.   For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

5 p.m.  Blessings & healing for Layne Luke.  Birthday blessings, 
  good health & thanksgiving for Gloria Mondala
  Ramones Ching.   For the eternal repose of the souls  
  of Howard Stone Jr.,  Margaret Stone,  Andrea Cinco,   
  Catolino Bohol, Clemente Onstot & Daniel Sailer
         
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions for Meliton,Marieta & Ruskin Bond.
  Birthday blessings for Nicolas Iguchi, Kalameli Fili, Malo,  
                      Felipo & Richard Afoa Jr. . For the eternal repose of                    
  the souls of Daniel Sailer, Anita Ramirez, Lazar & Maria  
    Bernardino & Ana Afoa
 
8:30 a.m. Blessings & special intentions for John Leonard Morris  
  & Ruben Guzman.  For the eternal repose of the   
  souls of Mary Juanita Tiwanak, Felipa Tangonan   
                      & Ricardo Ben
 
11a.m.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Socimo,   
  Rosaline & Magdalino Languita, Rosella Alberca,   
  Dorotia Himareno, Juanoria Gorospe & Pat Gorospe

5 p.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Blessings & special intentions for Ruben Guzman.  For the eternal 
repose of the soul of Daniel Sailer

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Blessings & special itenions for Ruben Guzman.  Blessings, good health 
& thanksgiving for Patrick M. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the 
soul of Daniel Sailer

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER  20
Special intentions for Antoinete Correia. Blessings, good health & 
thanksgiving for Patrick M. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the soul 
of Daniel Sailer

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Blessings, good health & thanksgiving for Patrick M. Cabico.  For the 
eternal repose of the souls of George Respicio & Daniel Sailer

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Blessings, good health & thanksgiving for Patrick M. Cabico.  For the 
eternal repose of the souls of George Respicio & Daniel Sailer

DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

SEPTEMBER 16
Francis Takeo Sakai
Juan Yica
John Kahoku Akau
Alfredo Rabanal Dacquel
Alexander Dularte
Johnette Higa
Grace Nakata
Anita Melendrina Ramirez

SEPTEMBER 17
Honorata Calacay Camero
George Benjamin Perry Sr.
Eduardo Cabanillas

SEPTEMBER 18
Elaine Malama Vierra
Jessica Leong
Fred Marcelino Manasas
Dora Edith Gouveia

SEPTEMBER 19
Ronald Chun
Jose Ganaden
Benjamin Subia Acorda
Rolando Quintos Agbunag
Connie Palisbo Estocondo
Lenora Tubania

SEPTEMBER 20
Jason Llanos Navarez
Felisa Diaz
Pedro “Pete” Arcinio
Valeriana Agtarap Coloma

SEPTEMBER 21
Joann Ululani Han
John Soares

SEPTEMBER 22
Hilda Naihe Aina
Hazel Stone

1964
1972
1977
1989
1995
2000
2001
2010

1988
1998
2003

1987
1996
2005
2008

1990
1995
2004
2014
2014
2016

1975
2003
2014
2014

2004
2005

1959
2001



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will.
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a gift 
is among the most far reaching and 
valuable contributions. If you are con-
sidering leaving your gift as a will or 
bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact our 
Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

Today’s Gospel reading continues 
Jesus’ instructions on being good 
stewards of others - the direction 
that if we love Jesus Christ, we 
must forgive an individual 77 
times.  The reading compels 
us to consider one of the most 
difficult practices of Christian 
discipleship.  Forgiveness is the 
way of Jesus, the way of the 
cross.  Vengeance, bitterness and 
hatred seem so much easier 
and certainly more desireable.  
Forgiveness is a hard road to 
travel, but it is the only road that 
leads to life in Christ.  Consider 
this week who you need to 
forgive.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018   $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal     $   16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for September 9 & 10, 2017 $    12,367.38
Tithing from Collection Envelopes   $      7,217.00
Loose Collections     $      3,079.38
Online Giving: September 4-8, 2017   $      2,071.00
Year to Date Budget    $   176,000.00
Year to Date Receipts    $   144,174.86 
Difference     $   (31,825.14)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd                240            

BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance   $   535,426.57
Collections for September 9 & 10, 2017  $           55.25
Online Giving: September 4-8, 2017                           $          212.00
Phase III Construction Goal    $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal     $(2,464,573.43)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Balance  $   190,683.32
Collections for September 9 & 10 2017  $         218.00
Online Giving: September 4-8, 2017   $         552.00
Special Donation                                                      $       5,000.00
Church Maintenance Expense   $      (1,159.95)

SECOND COLLECTIONS
OLGC School     $       158.00
Catholic Charities Hawaii                $               1.00
Hurricane Relief Fund                                               $          4,255.05
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PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for lunch
and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
6:30-8:30 p.m.    Spirit & Grace Choir  Church
7 p.m.    Baptism Class   Center

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
9:45 a.m.    Cirilo Colobong Funeral  Church
11  a.m.    Colobong Funeral Mass  Church 
12:30 p.m.   Cirilo Colobong Burial  Offsite
5-9 p.m.    AHG    PC 1
6-9 p.m.    RCIA    Center
6:30 p.m.    David Delostrino Service  Offsite
7-9 p.m.    Neocatechumenal Way  Mtg. Rm
7-9 p.m.    Samoan Choir   Church 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
8:30-11:30 a.m.   Outreach   Center
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.   Ronald Delostrino Funeral  PC
11 a.m    Delostrino Funeral Mass  Church
2 p.m.    Ronald Delostrino Burial  Offsite
6:30-8:30 p.m.   Cancer Support Grp  Center
6:30-9:00 p.m.   Charismatic Prayer Grp  Church
7-9 p.m.    YAFM    Mtg Rm 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
8:15 a.m.    School Mass   Church 
10 a.m-1 p.m.   PABS    Center 
4:30-6 p.m.   Blessed Mother  PG  Church
6:30-8:30 p.m.   Spirit & Grace Choir  Church
7-9 p.m.    YA    Center

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 No Scheduled Actvities

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
8:30 a.m-1 p.m.   Denise Ramento Funeral  PC
11 a.m.     Ramento Funeral Mass  Church   
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
9:45-10:45 a.m.   Religious Ed Classes  School
12:15 p.m.   Baptism    Church
12-2:30 p.m.   Catechist Mtg   Center
12:30-1:30 p.m.   Health Ministry   Mtg Rm
2-4:30 p.m   CYM (MS)   PC
5- 8:30 p.m.   CYM (HS)   PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
If you are seriously ill, or will be 
undergoing surgery, please contact the 
Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:
Please contact the Parish Office to 
make arrangements for blessings of 
home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:
Candles are available for purchase 
upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:
Please notify the secretary of 
any changes. 

FUNERALS:
Please contact the Parish Office 
before making arrangements with the 
mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:
Welcome to OLGC Parish! Please 
register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION

SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM: Please contact the 
Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at 
least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & 
CONFIRMATION: Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for 
ADULTS (RCIA): Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized 
Christian of another denomination 
wishing to become Catholic, or if you 
wish to receive the Sacraments of 
Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:
Please contact the Parish Office 
at least 6 months in advance for 
an appointment with a priest. This 
appointment should take place before 
any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA
The gift of the Holy Spirit is given to us free-
ly, especially in the sacrament of Confirma-
tion, so that we may not shy away from un-
comfortable topics or conversations, but may 
be more committed to our own conversion 
and to calling others to conversion in Christ.  
Moreover, we come here every week to be 
nurtured and honed by the Word of God and 
to encounter the risen Christ on this altar of 
sacrificial love.  It is here that we are remind-
ed that God loved us so much, even in our 
sinfulness, that he wanted to become one of 
us to lure us away from sin.  And it is in this 
sacrifice of the cross and resurrection that we 
find the courage to go forth from here and 
do the hard and sometimes dangerous work 
of bringing healing to the lives of others and 
to the world in which we love.  That is the 
debt of love we owe.  That is the debt we are 
called to pay until it is fully paid in full when 
Christ comes again in all his glory.

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS

     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero

Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

One detail in the gospel that can be easily missed is the 
scene at the end of the Lord’s Supper in the Gospel 

of Matthew.  Jesus and His apostles sang a hymn before 
their journey to the Mount of Olives.  Still today we sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual song just as our predecessors 
did.  As the liturgical assembly, singing is a primary way 
of being full, active and conscious during the holy sacri-
fice of the Mass.  The United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops wrote in their document, Sing to the Lord, “A 
cry from deep within our being, music is a way for God 
to lead us to the realm of higher things.  As St. Augustine 
says, ‘Singing is for the one who loves.’ Music is there-
fore a sign of God’s love for us and of our love for Him.  
In this sense, it is very personal. By its very nature song 
has both an individual and a communal dimension.  Thus, 
it is no wonder that singing together in church expresses 

so well the sacramental presence of God to his people (no. 
2).”  Last week, singer, songwriter, and composer Steve 
Angrisano did several concerts for our school and church 
community and gave a music workshop to our music min-
isters.  In the workshop he said, “Music speaks to the heart.  
Music speaks to us in extraordinary ways.”  I go further to 
say that through music we can speak to the heart of God 
and through music God can speak to us in extraordinary 
ways.  So sing your heart out especially during the liturgy!

Word of the Week:  PALL- A sacred covering. 
Most commonly, a pall is the stiff square card-

board covered with linen, spread over the top of the 
chalices at Mass; also a cloth covering, ornament-
ed or plain, placed over the coffin at funeral Masses. 


