
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

The inner strength that leads us to hope for 
the fullness of the Kingdom of God, the 
Pope pointed out, is the Holy Spirit. The 

Pope said it is this hope that leads us to fullness, 
the hope of coming out of this prison, this limita-
tion, this slavery, this corruption, and reaching 
glory, is a journey of hope.  And hope, the Pope 
said, is the gift of the Holy Spirit who is in us 
and leads us to liberation, to great glory. This is 
why Jesus says that inside this tiny mustard seed 
there is the force that “unleashes an unimag-
inable growth.”  It is the same within us and in 
creation, the Pope pointed out.  It is the  the Holy 
Spirit that bursts forth and gives us hope.
    The Pope noted that in the Church one can 
see both the courage and the fear to sow the seed 
and mix the yeast.  There are those who feel se-
cure with a “pastoral care of conservation,” that 
denies the Kingdom of God to grow. The Pope 
admitted there is always some loss in sowing the 
Kingdom of God. One loses the seed and gets 
hands dirty.  He warned those who preach the 
Kingdom of God with the illusion of  not getting 

dirty.  Comparing them to museum custodians, 
he said they prefer beautiful things without sow-
ing that allows the inner force to burst forth, and 
without mixing the yeast that triggers growth. 

Pope Francis: Courage is Needed for the Kingdom of 
God to Grow

Thirty-First SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
November 4 & 5, 2017

Vatican Radio   October 31,2017

This week’s Readings: Malachi 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10; Psalm 131;1-3 
1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13; Matthew 23:1-12 

Next week’s Readings:  Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63:2-8; 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 or 4:13-14; Matthew 25:1-13

Papal Intention for November
Christians in Asia
That Christians in Asia, bearing witness to 
the Gospel in word and deed, may promote 
dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, 
especially with those of other religions.
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Every now and then I hear some parents 
sharing their thoughts and experiences that 
they find it difficult to be models for their 

children.  Inasmuch as they do their role to teach 
and guide their sons and daughters, living it out 
sometimes are difficult to do.  Words are not in 
harmony with actions.  When such things happen, 
they realize it but come to terms with themselves 
that they have to do it.  Otherwise, their children 
may fall away from the path of life and faith.
     Jesus in our Gospel this Sunday cautions the 
crowd and His disciples how they would adhere 
to the Scribes and Pharisees.  The Scribes are 
often called teachers or Rabbi.  They are biblical 
scholars who interpret the meaning of the Law or 
Torah.  The Pharisees are a group of lay people 
who are characterized by their zeal for the Jewish 
Law.  These two groups of people during Jesus 
time are looked up to.  They are expected to be 
experts of the law by word and deed.  Inasmuch 
as Jesus recognizes that they teach the law, He 
also warns the crowd and disciples not to follow 
their ways.  For these people in authority say one 
thing and do otherwise.  They know their law but 
they do not carry out in their ways and deeds.
     In our journey of life and faith we often times are 
confronted with situations that our words and deeds 
are not in harmony.  How often have we been taught 
about carrying out Gospel values in our day to day 
life but do otherwise?  How often have we heard 

Jesus teaching us about loving, caring, forgiving, 
humbling ourselves and serving one another but 
still do otherwise?  There are lots of moments 
that we fall short in being faithful in word and 
deed to what our Lord teaches us.  But it does not 
mean that we just keep hanging in there.  Rather, 
Jesus continues to call us to be faithful to Him by 
recognizing Him as the true Rabbi Who teaches 
and lives.  He is the master who tends to His flock.  
He is the Lord Who serves even serving His life for 
our salvation.  He is the perfect model and example 
of what it means to be faithful in word and deed.
     Being entrusted with the role to teach, this 
Gospel challenges me as your pastor to carry out 
what I teach.  At the presentation of the Book of 
the Gospels when I was ordained as a deacon, the 
Bishop’s words were, “receive the Gospel of Christ, 
whose herald you now are.  Believe what you read, 
teach what you believe and practice what you 
teach.”  These words are brought to mind for indeed 
it is essential in fulfilling the mission of Christ.
     Being called to take responsibility for any role 
we play in the family, at work and in the church, 
we who hear the teachings of Christ need to be 
faithful to Him in word and deed.  Knowing what 
God wills for us and doing it faithfully in action, 
we are responding perfectly to our call.  In doing 
so, we also give witness to the truth of what we 
hear from Jesus that could change our lives to live 
in peace, unity, justice and love with one another. ╬

BEING FAITHFUL IN WORD 
AND DEED



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

All are welcome to come to our ministry meetings on the last Saturday of the month at OLGC from 8 -9 a.m. Also, we are always 
looking for new clients to bring smiles and joy to.  If you know of a homebound parishioner or would like to become an Ohana 
Homebound minister, please contact Arlene Bali or Donna Imbo by leaving a message at the Church Office at 455-3012.

Testimony
“E komo mai. As Ohana Homebound 
Ministers,  we are blessed to be able to visit 
others in our community by going to their 
homes and spreading God’s word. Most visits 
are about an hour, once a month (although 
we do have others who request our visits 
more often!). During these visits, we “talk 
story”, do crafts, sing songs, or whatever the 
Lord calls us to do; there’s never a shortage 
of smiles or laughter. After each visit, we are 
rewarded with lots of hugs and happy faces. 
It’s always a wonderful time.  
 During the holidays, such as Easter and 
Christmas, our ministry gets together and 
makes little gift bags and cards to give out 
to each person we visit. This is a great time 
for fellowship, knowing we are providing a 
thoughtful token for our wonderful clients. 
One of the special events we do is Christmas 
caroling. We visit the homes of our clients 
and celebrate God’s message with song and 
music; it is truly a special time for all!” 
      Flora Yee

Love and faith define a church community.  An ordinary sense of care 
and responsibility for one another should prevail.  It is easy to love, 
pray and befriend parishioners whom we may see at Mass, social 

gatherings, meetings . . . But what about those who are homebound and 
cannot attend gatherings, share their stories, feel abandoned or forgotten?
     Through periodic friendly visits by Ohana ministers, our homebound 
parishioners receive spiritual enrichment, as well as mental and physical 
wellbeing through social interaction. Upon request, Scripture is read, 
Eucharist given, homilies and church activities are shared.  The homebound 
need not be Catholic. “Talking story” is very important.  Listening to them, 
singing and laughing . . . even crying and praying with them in joy and 
sorrow, as need be, is a blessing for both minister and homebound.  Asking 
them to pray for our own faithful reaffirms the homebound’s needed presence 
in our parish family.
     Our School Children, Young Adult and Family Ministers, as well as 
Religious Education Candidates often share cards and crafts with them during 
the holidays.  Caring parishioners also donate articles as surprise gifts.  The 
homebound always look forward to our annual Christmas caroling.   
Reaffirming our purpose in life is the goal of each Minister.
Rather than just singing the words of St. Francis’ prayer: “Let me be an 
Instrument of your Peace”, the words are put into action . . . “Where there 
is sadness let me bring joy . .  . Where there is injury . . . pardon, . . . Where 
there is doubt . . . faith . . . Where there is despair . . . hope . . . light . . . and 
the greatest of these is LOVE!”

Tribute: 
A  Special Person

Well into her nineties, this person visited the homebound
Welcomed the immigrant, Clothed the naked, Sheltered the

Homeless, Consoled the griever, Fed the Hungry, Admonished
 the Wayward, Supported the Clergy, Embraced the Orphan and
Along with her husband, Raised 4 God-fearing/loving children.

That Person:  My Mother

OHANA MINISTRY TO THE 
HOMEBOUND 
by Rose Domondon



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”

PAGE 4

My name is Christopher Vinluan. I attended 
OLGC School from sixth grade through 
eighth grade. Intermediate school can be a 

tough time for many teens, and OLGC School was an 
amazing place to learn and grow through those years. 
Previously, I had attended a Christian elementary 
school and was not entirely familiar with Catholic 
traditions. The religious education I received at OLGC 
School, which included daily prayers, school liturgies 
and Religion class, gave me a sense of pride in our 
faith and helped me to grow in spiritual knowledge. 
I have to say that having a priest on campus really 
helped me to understand the role of their vocation, 
which is an inspiring thing to see as a young person. 
But the most important things I took away from my 
time at OLGC School are the importance of listening, 
the virtue of compassion, and the empathy that Jesus 
taught. I carry those lessons with me into everything 
that I do.
 I was a shy teenager, especially during my first 
weeks at OLGC School. Everything was new and 
I didn’t know any of my classmates. However, the 
faculty and staff were extremely supportive and 
compassionate, and so were my classmates. Though I 
kept mostly to myself, some of my longest friendships 
started at OLGC. I didn’t know it then, but I also met 
the love of my life for the first time while signing 

yearbooks in 8th grade. The teachers had a tradition 
of having the different grades exchange yearbooks to 
sign. She was one of the ‘popular girls’ since she had 
attended the school since kindergarten. I was still an 
awkward 8th grader and all I did was sign my name 
and forget about it. Years later in college, my best 
friend from OLGC School, Michael Bajet would re-
introduce us. It was love at first sight for me, but it 
took years to convince her to marry me. Her name is 
Tiffany Cezar and we finally exchanged vows in July 
of 2017 at OLGC Church.
 I still can’t believe the ways that OLGC School 
has been part of my life, even after all these years. 
Some of my strongest friendships have been with 
OLGC alumni, even if we weren’t friends at the time. 
I would meet them again as young adults, with our 
only bond being OLGC School. These relationships 
would eventually become friendships that I wouldn’t 
trade anything for. Most recently, I was asked to serve 
on the OLGC School Board by former classmates 
Paul Higa and Chantelle Luarca. I was humbled by the 
opportunity to give back to the school and graciously 
accepted. My hope is to use my passions for computer 
technology and cybersecurity to help OLGC School 
foster faithful citizens who will share the love of 
Jesus with our world.

FROM AN OLGC SCHOOL ALUMNUS: 

CHRISTOPHER 
VINLUAN



 

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

1962
1972
1972
1990
2003
2016

1995
2012

1998
2003
2011
2016

1988
2002
2006
2010
2012

1966
1988
1994
2005
2014

1963
1971
1973
1985
1991
2003
2005
2011
2012

1969
1972
1991
1992
1993
1994
1997
2005
2007
2007
2009
2011

DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
7 a.m.  Birthday blessings & thanksgiving for Eric 

Clemente. Blessings, good health & thanksgiving   
for Maria Freymann & family.  Special intentions  
of Sally Noa. For the eternal repose of the souls                  
of Carol Calkins & Celeste Gayer

5 p.m. Special intentions of G. Silva. For the eternal repose  
of the souls of the members of the Respicio family, 
James Aranita, Elizabeth Medeiros, Frank Rulona, 
Daniel K. Sailer, Caridad Soliven, Ernest Puni 
Espinosa, Kapono Lau, Richard Palmyra & Rupert 
Pocock 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Zillah Salcide. Special 

intentions of Ruskin & Meliton Ramirez. For the 
eternal repose of the souls of Peter Le Sanh, Joaquim 
Tran Thai, Anna Nguyen, Uilani Keamo, James 
Aranita, Felix & Esperanza Maddela, JoAnn Gapol, 
Florence Silva, Caridad Soliven & Narciso (Sonny) 
Limatoc, Jr.

  
8:30 a.m. Special blessings for Alain Patenaude.  For the   

eternal repose of the souls of Elizabeth Medeiros, 
Caridad Soliven, Felipe & Francisca Alvarez & 
family, Ceria Family, DeVera Family, Costales 
Family, Sarmiento Family, Rosario family, Asuncion 
Family & Adaban Family

11 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

5 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Federito 
Vinluan, Daniel K. Sailer & Caridad Soliven

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Special intentions of G. Silva. For the eternal repose of the souls of 
James Aranita & Daniel K. Sailer

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Special intentions of G. Silva. For the eternal repose of the souls of 
James Aranita & Daniel K. Sailer

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Birthday blessings & thanksgiving for Victoria Cabe.  Special 
intentions of G. Silva. For the eternal repose of the souls of James 
Aranita, Florence Silva, Daniel K. Sailer & Cirilo Colobong

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Special intentions & blessings for Maria Freymann. Special 
intentions of G. Silva.  For the eternal repose of the souls of James 
Aranita, Daniel Sailer & Catalina Gamayo

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
Special intentions of G. Silva.  For the eternal repose of the souls of 
Christopher Hatico, Daniel K. Sailer & Catalina Gamayo

NOVEMBER 4
Olise Rodrigues
Ann Elizabeth Werk
Marcia Ruiz Burns
Rose Bolosan
Francisco Mariano
Eleanor Stein

NOVEMBER 5 
Rudy Centeio
Mitsue Sonsona

NOVEMBER 6
Robin Nalawagan
Kayla Kauionalani Kihoi
Petronilla Santella Somera
Melissa Murao

NOVEMBER 7
Lucia Bagar Mendiola
Marcelo Bolosan
Linda Marie Mamczarz
Joseph Toshio Arakawa
Noniluna Mendoza

NOVEMBER 8
Nanette Nalani Tampos
Victor Lum Yosares Tan
Josephine Godinez Endrina
Primitivo Desameto Bulosan
Evangeline Santiago Vegas

NOVEMBER 9
Cecelia Santos
Abel Vincent Pires
John Carreiro
Rodney Hendrickson
Grace Chong
Bienvenido Ordanes Mendez
Claudio Tabogader Casupang
Teofilo Licardo Edano
James Ruiz Aranita

NOVEMBER 10
Thomas Tabisola 
Madalena Bodayas Goldsworthy
Charles Arneson
Adriano Girangaya Jr.
Edward Montia Mindoro Sr.
Alfredo Suga
Consorcia Viduya Baga
Maude Elizabeth Yuen
Loretta June Luna
Christopher Hatico
Filma Magno Foz
Urias Delos Santos Asuncion



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

Evangelization:  When we are 
in love, we cannot help but share 
that love with others.  That is 
the essence of evangelization.  
We share the love of God as 
good stewards of our faith and 
our sharing has the potential to 
draw others into a new or deeper 
relationship with God in Jesus 
Christ as disciples and stewards.

Keeping this interrelationship in 
mind as we develop stewardship 
processes and initiatives helps us 
lead the people we serve to a joy-
filled meaningful way of life. 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018   $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal     $   16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for October 28 & 29, 2017 $    10,936.75
Tithing from Collection Envelopes   $      7,338.00
Loose Collections    $      2,897.75
Online Giving: October 23-27, 2017  $         701.00
Year to Date Budget    $   288,000.00
Year to Date Receipts    $   233,479.70
Difference     $   (54,520.30)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd        240
    
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance   $   688,217.54
Collections for October 28 & 29, 2017  $          672.25
Online Giving:  October 23-27, 2017  $ 97.00
Phase III Construction Goal   $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal                  $(2,311,782.46)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Balance  $   187,388.55
Collections for October 28 & 29, 2017  $          325.00
Online Giving: October 23-27, 2017  $          207.00

SECOND COLLECTIONS
OLGC School     $      3,317.25



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6
9:30 a.m. PCNH Mass Offsite
3:30 p.m. Stone Wedding Church
6 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC 2 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
7 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way Mtg

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
9 a.m. Lavelle  L. Rivera Funeral Church
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Rivera Funeral PC
11 a.m.  Rivera Funeral Mass Church
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Grp Church
7 p.m PPC Center
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
6:00 p.m. Set-Up for Funeral PC
6:30 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m.  Neocatechumenal Way Mtg Rm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 OFFICE CLOSED
8:15 a.m. - 2 p.m. Ernie Alaimalo Funeral PC
10 a.m. Alaimalo Viewing Church
11:30 a.m. Alaimalo Funeral Mass Church

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Fellowship Ministry Center
9 - 10 a.m. Sazzy Fitness PC1
9 - 10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir Mtg Rm
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
After all A.M. Masses Fellowship  PC
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
12:15 p.m. Baptism  Church
2 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Every single Sunday, at the end of the Liturgy of the 
Word, we profess the Nicene-Constantinople Creed.  

This formula of belief statements developed over the 
centuries as early as the time of the infant Church after the 
Lord’s ascension into heaven.  By the year 1000, almost 
all churches in Christendom were using some form of the 
Creed during the celebration of the Eucharist.  This is the 
faith of the Church that we are proud to profess in Christ 
Jesus.  It has been passed on from one generation to another.  
Can you imagine that your favorite saint most likely recited 
this very Creed at Mass?  The Creed connects us to our 
Catholic ancestors and to those who will come after.  In the 
Mass, “the purpose of the Creed or Profession of Faith is 
that the whole gathered people may respond to the Word of 
God proclaimed in the readings taken from Sacred Scripture 
and explained in the Homily and that they may also honor 
and confess the great mysteries of the faith by pronouncing 
the rule of faith in a formula approved for liturgical use and 

before the celebration of these mysteries in the Eucharist 
begins (GIRM, 67).”  
Immediately after the Profession of Faith, we offer up the 
Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful on behalf of the 
whole world.  Next week, we discuss further the significance 
of the Universal Prayer and introduce the third part of the 
Mass-the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Word of the Week: Presidential Chair - The chair 
reserved for use by the presiding priest at a liturgy.  It 

signifies “his function of presiding over the gathering and 
of directing the prayer” (GIRM, 31).  The presidential chair 
is one of three focal points in the sanctuary, along with the 
altar and the ambo.  During Mass, the presiding priest should 
be at the chair during the Introductory Rites, the Liturgy of 
the Word, and the Concluding Rites.  He may also give the 
homily standing at the presidential chair. (From A Glossary 
of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, 2017)

St. Marianne and St. Damien were definitely people of faith, who loved the Lord Jesus 
with their whole hearts, minds, and strength.  Yet they served all people in need and thus 
proclaimed the universal law of love that is written in every heart.  There was no “either/
or” mentality for them that led them to think that building a home for the poor, giving 
hope to the hopeless, or making life more livable for all were secular or “Caesar” activities 
that did not concern them as people of faith.  Their faith compelled them to draw out 
from every heart – whether Catholic, Protestant, Mormon, Buddhist, or atheist – that 
universal law that keeps us all together as one family.  So it is our task and our challenge 
not to allow our faith to become antiquated and quaint, and we do this by giving tribute 
both to God and to Caesar, by living our faith fully and living it in the contemporary 
world of culture and politics, of education and entertainment, of art and social service.


