
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Pope Francis recognized Sister Regina 
Maria Vattalil of the Congregation 
of the Franciscan Claretian Sisters, 

after the Angelus on November 5, 2017, 
in St. Peter’s Square.  She was proclaimed 
Blessed on November 4, 2017, at Indore, 
India.
  “Yesterday, at Indore, India, Regina Maria 
Vattalil was proclaimed Blessed, Religious 
of the Congregation of the Franciscan 
Claretian Sisters, killed for her Christian 
faith in 1995,” the Holy Father said. “Sister 
Vattalil gave witness of Christ in love and 
in meekness, and she joins the long ranks 
of martyrs of our time. May her sacrifice be 
seed of faith and peace, especially in Indian 
soil. She was so good. She was called the 
smiling Sister.”

POPE BEATIFIES A NUN FROM INDIA

Thirty-Second SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
November 11 & 12, 2017

Zenit.org   November 5, 2017

This week’s Readings: Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63:2-8; 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 or 4:13-14; Matthew 25:1-13

Next week’s Readings:  Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Psalm 128:1-5; 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; Matthew 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

There are many situations in life that happen 
unexpectedly.  In as much as we are warned 
whenever natural calamities come like 

hurricanes or tornadoes, there is still an element of 
unexpectedness how the impact can be damaging.  
More so what can come after these calamities 
leave.  We often hear in the news that when 
these happen, some people respond to the call to 
move away and go to safer areas.  Others though 
just ignore the warnings.  They only move when 
they realize that they not only their properties 
are in danger but more so with their lives.  In 
the nick of time that they will only respond.
     The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids does not only 
present to us about who were prepared or not meeting 
the bridegroom.  It goes beyond the meeting of the 
bridesmaids and the bridegroom.  This story presents 
to us the unexpected time and day when the Lord 
comes to reign this universe.  When this happens 
there will be the judgement of the world where He 
will separate the wise from the foolish.  Like the 
wise bridesmaids who prepared themselves, we too 
will meet the bridegroom, who is Christ, when he 
comes to rule the world.  Too bad for those who 
are not prepared and to wonder where will they be.
     When I was in grade school, my parents wanted 
me to join organizations that would help me grow 
and develop my skills.  I participated in the choir 
and contributed articles for our newsletter.  But if 

ever there was one thing that helped me so much 
was to join the Scouting Program of our school.  
At an early age, I joined the Cub Scouts and 
eventually as years passed, joined the Boy Scouts.  
To this date, I always recall our Boy Scouts 
Motto, “Be prepared”.  A motto that motivated me 
to be vigilant wherever I am and whatever I do.  
As I grew older, I learned that there were many 
situations in life that challenged me and even put 
me to the brim.  The motto though motivated me 
to think fast and be alert on such situations that 
come.  Even to this date, being prepared helps me 
to go through thick in thin in life and in ministry.  
A motto to be kept forever and a motivating force 
to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom of God.
  Christ is always ready to meet us.  In the 
Eucharist, whenever we come to celebrate on 
Sundays, Christ meets us in a very special way.  
His presence, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity are 
felt and received.  Being ready for us is to come 
to the celebration prepared.  Not only preparing 
physically like dressing up properly for the 
occasion but also spiritually when we prepare our 
minds and hearts to receive Him wholeheartedly.  
The Eucharist brings us into that deeper awareness 
of the salvific act of Christ.  Just as we are ready 
to receive Him here on earth so may we be ready 
to meet Him when He reigns in time and space.
          If  ever  He  comes  now, are  you  ready  to  meet  Him? ╬

GOD’S COMING REIGN



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

Purpose:  To help, share, love, care and to do what God calls us to do.

Vision:  That Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish will be the source and resource for our community,  endowed with helping parishioners 
develop physical, mental, spiritual, social awareness and well-being. While we are a new ministry (3 years old), in the past few years we 
have delivered new health and wellness initiatives to serve you and your families.  Projects that we have completed or implemented are:  
purchased and installed an AED Defibrillator in the church; trained 10 AED/CPR volunteers for Parish community; established an annual 
blood drive; provided Health fairs, Health talks and Senior Caregiver Training & Information; provided talks on LTC, Financial Planning 
and Medicare; established a Cancer Support Group; and offered an exercise class - “Shazzy” Fitness. 

Why do we do - what we do?  Hear from some of our members:

Janet Ancheta:  “As a dental hygienist, promoting good health and nutrition comes natural to me.  I enjoy sharing my knowledge and 
expertise. Health Ministry provides me the opportunity to continue sharing what God has called me to do.  I work with a wonderful group 
of healthcare professionals who are passionate about what they do and in the process I also learn new things.  Together we are honored to 
share our blessings by helping and serving our Parish community.”

Melissa Bojorquez: “I felt a calling to serve our Parish community to share the skills and gifts that God has blessed me with in my career 
as a social worker/case manager in Health Care.  I saw a need to bring health and community-based information and resources to our Par-
ish community. God asked and I said “yes”.

Dory Clisham: “I have been blessed to have a career in the healthcare industry.  I want to share that blessing by educating individuals on 
how they can deal with medical emergencies when they arise and how they can enrich their lives by living healthier.”

Rose Galera: “When I learned of our OLGC Health Ministry and its purpose to educate and create awareness for healthy living,  I felt com-
pelled to join, share and serve in the Ministry.  Having been blessed with years of experience, education and passion in the cleaning service 
profession and believing of its values, for Health, Safety and Wellness, I felt that with the Health Ministry I could serve and give back for 
all the joy and blessings received to our OLGC community.” 

Bernadette Ledesma: “I have been fortunate to be involved with the Health Ministry as my opportunity to share and support others with 
health information and opportunities for wellness, body, mind and spirit.”

Bob Mariano: “Health is a subject that is full of information as well as misinformation.The more I got into the what, why and how of 
Alzheimer’s, the disease afflicting my mother, the more I became interested in the overall aspects of health.  There is so much information 
out there but no good way to channel it to the people I care about, mainly my new family since I moved back home to Hawaii from North 
Carolina.  And that new family is the Parish of Our Lady of Good Counsel. God has given me certain talents that I’ve used throughout my 
life and I do not want to dishonor those gifts by keeping them to myself.  So with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I hope to continue to 
help with the planning, manpower, presentations and dissemination of all aspects of Health so that we may help to create a more knowl-
edgeable and healthier parish at OLGC.”

Jacob Pekelo: “Being a firefighter and EMT, it seemed like a natural choice to join a ministry that deals with Health & Safety.”

Flora Yee:  “Health Ministry is the perfect ministry for me.  Spreading God’s word in mind, spirit and body is very important and this 
ministry affords me to do just that.  I will be teaching a weekly fitness class at OLGC! I’ve been blessed and so grateful to share my love of 
fitness, thanks to the support of this wonderful ministry.”

Cancer Support Group
Dominic Bojorquez: “When my mother was diagnosed with breast cancer, I knew I had to do something.  As a health professional, I had an 
objective view and only saw the science about cancer and not the person or the spirituality.  It seemed that God was telling me to help out 
by using my nutrition, fitness, health knowledge, and to just be there to listen.  I’m always excited to help and love our fellowship, as we 
support one another through our journey.” 
 

HEALTH 
MINISTRY
by Melissa Bojorguez

Core members: (L-R) Jacob Pekelo, Dominic 
Bojorguez, Melissa Bojorguez, Rose Galera, 
Bernadette Ledesma, Dory Clisham & Bob 
Mariano.  Not pictured:  Dianne Downie, Flora 
Yee, Araceli Manrique, Janet & Andy Ancheta



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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A FESTIVE FALL, INDEED!

We are proud to announce the successes of our Fall fundraisers! Thank you, parishioners for your attendance and 
support of our SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR and the FALL FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL & FUNDRASIER. The great 

success of the events is attributed to the commitment and diligence of our coordinators, Miss Rayette Badua-Villamor and 
Ms. Donna Daligcon. We thank these teachers and all teachers and staff who helped make the events possible. Please join 
us in celebrating this wonderful news! SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: SALES- $ 4,606.04 OLGC Profit- $1,501.93 The 
school will be using $800 towards new books for the library and the remainder is reserved for library furniture.  FALL 
FOOD TRUCK FESTIVAL & FUNDRAISER FOR STUDENT ACTIVITIES & ENRICHING STUDENT LEARNING: 
$4,273.95 Students will be participating in additional activities during and after school! 

The success of events like these would not be as grand without the support of our entire community. We do hope the OLGC 
Church parishioners are enjoying these gatherings as much as we do! We will keep you updated on all the Spring-time 
functions, which may include a craft fair at the next Food Truck event!  

PROBLEM SOLVERS OF THE TWENTY-
FIRST CENTURY

Our Lady of Good Counsel School students are problem solvers who work 
independently and with others to  create solutions and analyze their 

choices. Every teacher works creatively to create lessons and experiences for 
students to develop the very necessary life skill to problem solve. This practice 
involves students collaborating with peers to talk through problems willingly 
and respectfully. Some classes move through “centers” during a period of the 
day. Students work in small groups to solve problems within teacher-created 
areas known as centers. Other teachers apply STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) activities which merge many topics into one project. Students 
work independently or with others to find a solution. Teachers carefully design 
STEM activities to provide clear instructions and rules with minimal materials 
and teacher guidance. It’s been a beneficial strategy for teachers to learn how 
their students are thinking because many intelligences are revealed through 
their conversations and active engagement to achieve the end goal. The teachers 
continue to supplement these valuable practices by engaging in collaboration 
themselves and learning more through professional development opportunities. 



 

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK
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DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
7 a.m.  Special intentions of G. Silva.  For the eternal repose 

of the souls of Daniel K. Sailer, Joseph, Billy & 
Velma Soares & Kimberly Acierto

5 p.m. Special intentions of G. Silva. For the eternal repose  
of the souls Jackie Akau, Catalina Gamayo, Loretta 
Tabije, Teofilo Edano & Rosario Edano

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Zillah Salcide, Special 

intentions for Marieta, Meliton & Ruskin Bond.   
For the eternal repose of the souls of Uilani Keamo, 

 Joan S. Lindsey, Narciso  (Sonny) Limatoc, Jr, 
Catalina Gamayo, Ralph Aranita, Carlina Almazan, 
Ernie Alaimalo & all souls

 
8:30 a.m. Thanksgiving for the Yaranon family.  For the 

repose of the souls of Kimberly Acierto, Gabriel & 
Margarita Mier

11 a.m. Birthday blessings for Divine Marcianne Howard-
Toreph.  For the eternal repose of the soul of 
Federito Vinluan

 
5 p.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13
For the eternal repose of the souls of Catalina Gamayo, Loretta 
Tabije & Sheree King

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Birthday blessings for Cailyn Joy Cabe & Dyllan Miprano. For the 
eternal repose of the soul of Catalina Gamayo

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
 For the eternal repose of the souls of Romulo Eleccion & Catalina 
Gamayo 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Birthday blessings for William Tai & David Hokama.  For the 
eternal repose of the soul of Catalina Gamayo

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
For the eternal repose of the souls of Catalina Gamayo,
Flordeliza L. Abuan & Carl Wong Jr.

NOVEMBER 11
Manuel Flores
Irene Nagai
Thomas Sang Soo Lee
Bernard “Ben” Mactagone
Chi Chan Wong
Josephine Vincent Cabral

NOVEMBER 12 
Emelia Jumawan
Lester Warner
Manuel Coelho
Elsie Duarte Howell
Leona Lucas Pasion
William Wallace Kia
Perfecto Leabata

NOVEMBER 13
Antonio Benjamin
Victoria Sastre Padilla
Joseph Pablo Florendo Sr.
Rose Pasadava Macalutas
Ethel Loo Lum Sen Look
Rosita Pascua Cadiz

NOVEMBER 14
Victoria DeMello
Isabel Theresa Souza
Eugene Alexander Todd Sr.
Agapito Pangilinan Samson
Roberta Yuk Inn Kim
John Balogh
Elpidio Cordero Tagavilla
Gil Paul David

NOVEMBER 15
Anastacio Debutiaco
Proceso Villanueva
Albert Lorenzo
Micah Minoru Forsythe
Romulo Eleccion
Arthur Wong
Thomas Alejado
Wilhelm Solomon Cordes Jr.
Nestor Mamaclay

NOVEMBER 16
Charles Ah Nee
Daniel Tavares
Placidad Abarca
Anthony Bernardino-Costa
Fabian Ganab Galang
Lawrence Nunes
Gloria Faith Marquina
Alice Sakuma

NOVEMBER 17
Alfred Brunn Sr.
Olga Borges Cumley
George Pacheco Jr.



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

Discipleship:  While we are drawn 
into Christ’s Body through the 
waters of baptism, many of us 
grow into a living relationship with 
Christ over many years.  Once that 
relationship has been ignited or re-
ignited, people’s lives are shaped by 
their faith and desire to grow in love 
of God and all that we believe as 
Christians.  This process of ongoing 
conversion takes place within the 
community of faith.  As leaders, 
we have the opportunity to create 
an environment in which those 
who are already on the jourmey of 
discipleship recognize their call to 
reach out to others, building bridges 
to living faith.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for November 4 & 5, 2017 $ 24,193.09
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 12,838.36
Loose Collections $ 4,033.11
Online Giving: October 30-November 3, 2017 $ 2,061.00
All Souls/All Saints Donations     $         2,665.00 
Give Aloha Donations $    2,595.62  
Year to Date Budget $ 304,000.00
Year to Date Receipts $ 257,672.79
Difference $ (46,327.21)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd                           245      
     
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 689,324.29
Collections for November 4 & 5, 2017 $ 635.00
Online Giving:  October 30-November 3, 2017 $ 472.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,310,675.71)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Balance $ 186,791.58
Collections for November 4 & 5, 2017 $ 627.00
Online Giving: October 30-November 3, 2017 $ 292.00
Church Maintenance Expense for October $ (1,515.97)

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 218.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13
6 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Knights of Columbus Center
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC 2 
7 p.m. Choir Meeting Mtg Rm

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
5 - 9 p.m. NFP Guest Speaker PC
6 - 9 p.m AHG School
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
5 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry Center
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Grp Church
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
6:30 - 9 p.m. Scouts School
7 p.m. YAS Center
7 - 9 p.m.  Neocatechumenal Way PC2

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
5:15 p.m. Workshop/Day of Prayer PC
6 - 9 p.m. Chuukees - Divine Mercy Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m. Reflections Choir Church

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18
8 - 9 p.m. Ohana Homebound Ministry Center  
9 - 10 a.m. RE Workshop PC
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m Samoan Choir Church
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Shazzy Fitness PC1
12 - 5 p.m. School - Day of Prayer PC
5 p.m. School Mass Church

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
12:15 - 1:30 p.m. Catechists Meeting Center
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Health Ministry Mtg Rm
3 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

The Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful has been 
part of the Church’s worship since the early church.  

The likely origins of the Universal Prayer came from 
Jewish synagogue prayer.  Over the centuries as the form 
of the Mass changed, the prayer eventually fell out of use 
(around the 6th century) until it was restored by the Fathers 
of the Second Vatican Council.  The closest to the ancient 
form of the Universal Prayer is still done in the Church’s 
liturgy on Good Friday. It is in the Universal Prayer that the 
faithful exercise the office of their baptismal Priesthood and 
offer prayers to God for the salvation of all.  The different 
petitions offered may include but not limited for the needs 
of the Church; for public authorities and the salvation of the 
whole world; for those burdened by any kind of difficulty; 
and for the local community.  This prayer marks the end of 
the Liturgy of the Word and the beginning of the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist.  The Liturgy of the Eucharist can be divided 
into three parts which correspond to the words and actions 
of Christ at the Last Supper: the Preparation of the Gifts, 
the Eucharistic Prayer, and the Fraction and Communion.  
In our next article, we begin our discussion on the third part 
of the Mass and examine specifically the Preparation of the 
Gifts.

Word of the Week: Altar - The sacred table on which 
the sacrifice of the Mass is celebrated.  It is the central 

symbol of Christ in a church building.  In the United States, 
the table of the altar may be made of stone or wood; the 
base or supports may be made of any dignified and solid 
material.  In new churches there is to be only one altar. (From 
A Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, 
2017)

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

We can have confidence about making ourselves slaves to Jesus, because he first made himself 
a slave to us.  He is the eternal God, all powerful, and yet he freely chose to humble himself to 
become one of us to serve us.  He freely chose to offer his life as a sacrifice on the altar of the 
cross.  The Eternal Word chooses to humble himself so much for us that he takes flesh on this altar 
in a tiny morsel of bread and in a small cup of wine.  He offers himself on this altar as a slave to 
us, so that we can eat his flesh and drink his blood and thus have the most nourishing food that can 
restore our health, free us from sin, and raise us from the dead.  He does this so that we may not 
be afraid to offer ourselves with him on this altar to the service of our brothers and sisters.  He not 
only teaches us by his words, but by his example he humbles himself to serve us.
One kind of slavery is imposed on others and dehumanizes them, robbing them of the freedom they 
deserve as human beings.  But when we choose to be slaves of Jesus Christ, humbling ourselves 
so that he can exalt us, we are ennobled, we become fully human, and we experience the greatest 
joy and freedom we can imagine.


