
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin) What characterizes Christian prayer? Having 

faith in Jesus and courage to surpass obstacles 
as saints did.
 One often sees that many who pray to the Lord, 
get that for which they were asking.With courage, 
the Pope pointed out, the leper also challenged Jesus 
with courage.“If you want you can purify me!” he 
said. The Lord’s answer, the Pontiff said, is immedi-
ate: “I want to.”
 Everything is, as the Gospel teaches, “possible 
for those who believe,” the Pope reminded.
 “Always, when we approach the Lord to ask 
for something, we must start from faith and do it in 
faith: ‘I have faith that you can heal me, I believe 
you can do this’ and have the courage to challenge 
you, like this leper, this paralytic.”
 The Gospel, the Holy Father said, leads us to 
question ourselves on our way of praying, warning 
we do not do this as “parrots.” We must have “inter-
est” in what we ask for, saying “if anything, we beg 
the Lord to “help our little faith even in the face of 
difficulties.”
 We must have courage to have faith, believing 
that if Jesus wishes to do something, He certainly 
will.“That courage … Many times, it takes patience 
and knowing how to wait for the moment, but do not 
give up, always go forward. But if I go with faith to 

the Lord and say: ‘But if you want, you can give me 
this grace’, and then but … as the grace after three 
days has not arrived, another thing … and I forget.”
 When prayer is not courageous, the Pope said, 
it is not Christian.
 “The Lord told us: ‘Ask and it will be given to 
you.’ We also take this Word and we trust, but al-
ways with faith and putting ourselves at stake. This 
is the courage that Christian prayer has. If a prayer 
is not courageous it is not Christian.”

POPE REMINDS THAT WE MUST BE COURAGEOUS IN 
PRAYER, & LORD’S WORDS: “ASK AND IT WILL BE 
GIVEN TO YOU”

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
January 20 & 21, 2018

This week’s Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10;  Psalm 25:4-9;  1 Corinthians 
7:29-31;  Mark 1:14-20
 
Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20;  Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9;  
1 Corinthians 7:32-35;  Mark 1:21-28

Zenit.org        January 12, 2018
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Our Gospel account this Sunday is about the call 
of Jesus’ first disciples.  As Jesus was passing 
by the Sea of Galilee, he saw these fishermen 

Simon and Andrew casting their nets.  He said, “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Peter 
and Andrew heard Jesus’ invitation and responded 
abandoning their nets and followed Him.  Jesus went 
on further and called James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee.  They left their father and followed Him.
 What is so striking in this Gospel account was 
the response given to Jesus’ invitation to follow Him.  
These four men left their livelihood and family.  They 
followed Him without even saying anything as we 
hear the story.  No conditions set.  No arguments 
whatsoever.  Just plain invitation and wherever it 
will take them, it did not matter at all.  There was 
something in Jesus that they see that others did not 
see.  There was something in His words that moved 
them and turned their lives focused on Jesus.
    Our journey of life and faith is also a call to 
discipleship.  It is not only saying with a big “Yes” 
but a total commitment of trust and faithfulness.  
More often, unlike the disciples, we set conditions to 
follow Him.  We bargain if and only if things go along 
well.  When difficult times come, we seek easy and 
comfortable ways.  For the most part, we ignore His 
call and just live accordingly to our own ways and not 
of God’s ways.
 To respond to Jesus’ invitation, we need to realize 
and respond to his call of conversion, “repent and 
believe in the Gospel.”  For it is through our conversion 

that we start slowly but surely to become followers and 
eventually witnesses of Jesus especially in our very 
secularized world.  As we observe what is happening 
around us, more and more people are falling astray 
in their path of life.  Instead of living peacefully at 
home, divisions take place.  Instead of seeking out 
justice and truth, people prefer to live in isolation and 
not minding the needs of others especially the poor.  
While the world out there are succumbed to worldly 
values and lifestyle, many do not see any more the 
need to enrich their spiritual lives and faith.  Religion 
has become a taboo and the truth of the Gospels has 
become relative.
 Jesus’ call to be His disciples has always been 
constant or ongoing.  He keeps on sowing the seed of 
the Good News but like in the Parable of the Sower, 
we ignore or dismiss the invitation and go on our 
own.  Only few respond to it and those who do, find 
it fulfilling despite the challenges that are met along 
the way just as the disciples did.  They gave witness 
to Him and giving their whole life in the midst of their 
hard labor, pain and suffering.  Did it not take Jesus to 
give up his life for all of us?  Why can we not respond 
to it as our manifestation to His great love for us.
 It is important to take a moment this week to 
really know where Jesus is calling us.  It may be 
or not be the kind of life that ordained ministers or 
professed religious have.  But it may be where we are 
now and manifest in word and in deed that Jesus has 
called us. ╬

WHEN JESUS CALLS



STEWARDSHIP CORNER
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”PAGE 3

DIVINE INSPIRATION   
by:  Bernadette V. Cabe, Stewardship Committee Chairperson

Peter Nguyen’s creativity in designing the 
OLGC nativity scene started 12 years ago 

when upon seeing the nativity outside the church, 
began to ponder on 
how he could help to 
not only redesign it 
but possibly relocate it 
inside the church.
 With no art back-
ground or training, 
he could only sketch 
nativity designs men-
tally and not on pa-
per.  Abundio Cabe, 
his longtime helper, 
who for years, have 
been setting the stage 
for the nativity begged 
Peter for his sketch on 
paper, but to no avail.  
According to Peter, 
what he would sketch 
in his head would turn 
out always different 
from the actual com-
pleted nativity scene.  
Whether this is a good thing or not, he calls it 
divine inspiration.
 Peter starts contemplating on nativity designs 
around October and works on a particular one, 
2-3 hours a day for 

a week, after the stage has been set-up by Abun-
dio, and completes it in time for Misa de Gallo.
 Initially, designing the nativity was all but 

a hobby for Peter, but as 
years went by it has be-
come his yearly offering 
to God as a reflection of 
the Holy Family and at 
the same time as a trib-
ute to  homeless fami-
lies and children all over 
the world; and his way 
to share his God-given 
time, talent and treasure 
to the church.
 He thought about  
discontinuing to work on 
the nativity scene a year 
ago, but when he noticed 
that parishioners appreci-
ate his work, this got him 
motivated to continue on.  
“I am grateful when peo-
ple pray in front the nativ-
ity”, says Peter.
 Peter doesn’t keep 

photos of his previous work so as not to be in-
fuenced by older designs.  He wants his designs 
to be simple and as a reflection of the simplic-
ity and the humility of the Holy Family.

Left to Right: 
Alipio Augustin, 

Abundio Cabe,  and 
Peter Nguyen



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”

PAGE 4

Our Lady of Good Counsel School- OLGCS uses 
assessment processes to collect data. The teachers 

analyze student performance data and use the analysis 
as a basis for instructional and curricular improvement.  
The Terra Nova, the Assessment of Catechesis/Religious 
Education (ACRE) standardized tests, and the Educational 
Consultants and Research Associates Writing Tests 
(ECRA), and are administered to our students annually to 
measure student content knowledge in relation to National 
Standards. The Terra Nova test is administered to grades 2 
through 8 annually in the month of October and is currently 
being used today in the assessment of student achievement 
of Reading, Math, Social Studies, and Science. To help 
analyze data, teachers dedicate faculty meetings to help 
interpret data from the Terra Nova report.  Administration 
and teachers meet as a collective team and within the 
subject departments to determine areas of strengths and 
areas of improvement within the curriculum. Classroom 
performance is compared to the Terra Nova scores to 
help troubleshoot areas of improvement and growth in 
student learning. This year’s test results reveal the large 
majority of our students are achieving standards and are 
skilled in the subjects. Areas of improvement have been 
identified and teachers create fit plans to support high 
achievement of those students. This success is due largely 
to the decisions made by teachers after discussion and 
analysis of past findings. Adjustments of curriculum and 
teaching methods are made throughout the year to assist 
with growth.
 Each year, the fifth and eighth graders take the 
Assessment of Catechesis/Religious Education (ACRE) 
standardized test. This test is mandatory in the Diocese 
of Honolulu and it allows the school to assess growth 
in the religious program. Students in fourth, sixth, and 
eighth grades take the ECRA writing Assessment in 
September of each year. The ECRA results presents a 
holistic score which is the over-all effectiveness of the 
writing and how well it accomplishes the Common Core 
Writing Standards for a particular grade level in a specific 
modality- Narrative, Informative/ Explanatory, and 
Opinion. This year’s grade-level holistic scores reflect a 

level of meeting standards. The school is proud of this 
writing achievement. It is attributed to the lessons and 
comprehensive writing programs that are currently in 
place. 
 Additional formal assessments are part of the 
instructional process at OLGCS. Teachers are expected 
to incorporate it into daily classroom practices and it 
should provide information needed to adjust teaching and 
learning as they are happening. Examples of some of the 
formative assessments used are oral/written assignments, 
journals, pretest, running records, reading logs, quizzes, 
peer editing, small group activities, class participation, 
group and individual projects, reflections, portfolios, 
white board practices, active expressions, and interactive 
smart board technology. Teachers continue to collaborate 
and participate in individual professional development in 
order to maintain the school’s reputation to serve every 
student appropriately.   

SUPPORTING HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 
OF ALL STUDENTS
By Chantelle Luarca, Interim School Principal



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
7 a.m. Blessings & healing for Roger Simon. For the eternal 

repose of the souls of Romualdo Tadina, Thomas & 
Paulina Sabado, Ernie Alaimalo, Myrna Oyadomari, 
Roland Cazimero & Angelina Pamplona

5 p.m Blessings & healing for Irene Latorre. For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije & 
all souls, Liberato “Libby” Viduya, Staff Sgt. Randy 
Suyat Agno, Daniel K. Sailer & Crispina Gauiran

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Roger Simon. Special 

intentions for Ruskin, Marieta & Meliton Bond. 
Blessings & thanksgiving for Vitale Kasimilo, 
Aukusitino Afoa & Gasolo Tauti.  For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Romualdo Tadina, Thomas & 
Paulina Sabado, Ernie Alaimalo, Myrna Oyadomari & 
Roland Cazimero, Ricardo Amingay & Ana Afoa

8:30 a.m. Blessings & healing for Dan Kelii & Sandra Asato.  
For the eternal repose of the souls of Marcial Tabije, 
Loreta Tabije, Patricia Rainy & all souls, Liberato 
“Libby” Viduya, Crispina Gauiran & Rogelio Idica, Jr

11 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel 

5:00 p.m.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Staff Sgt. Randy 
Suyat Agno, Consolacion F. Fajotina & Ajo Sagayaja

MONDAY, JANUARY 22
Blessings & healing for Roger Simon.  For the souls of  Ricardo 
Amingay, Ernie Alaimalo, Myrna Oyadomari, Roland Cazimero, 
Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije, Patricia Rainy & all souls & Crispina 
Gauiran

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23
Blessings & healing for Roger Simon.  For the eternal repose of the 
souls Ricardo Amingay, Ernie Alaimalo, Myrna Oyadomari, Roland 
Cazimero, Marcial Tabeji, Loretta Tabije, Patricia Rainy & all souls 
& Crispina Gauiran

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24
For the eternal repose of the souls of Ricardo Amingay, Bert Castillo, 
Marcial Tabije, LorettaTabije, Patricia Rainy & all souls, Liberato 
“Libby”Viduya & Crispina Gauiran

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25
For the eternal repose of the souls of Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije,
Patricia Rainy & all souls, Liberato “Libby” Viduya, Crispina Gauiran 
& Ricardo Amingay

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
Special intentions for Kaimana Chun.  For the eternal repose of the
souls of Glen Garcia, Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije, Patricia Rainy
& all souls, Liberato “Libby” Viduya, Crispina Gauiran & Arturo 
Patanghan, Sr

JANUARY 20
Simeon Fortugahia Retueria 1972
Honlio Balai 1998
Josephine Gorion Abing 1999

JANUARY 21
Antarrio Taienso Castro 1972
Mary Rapis Gose 1994
Peregrina Fontanilla Lozada 1994
Aurora Narciso Canlas 2006
 
JANUARY 22
William Ellis Wright Jr. 1985
Elizabeth Antonio 2000
Florence Charlotte Iha 2000
Florence Silva Casabar 2003
Mathilda Correia Soares 2006
Manuel Ponce Canales 2009
Maria Rizalina Caluya Racpan 2010
Robert Stambaugh Bonnell 2011
Martin Alcisto 2013

JANUARY 23
Adoracion Giron 1975
Herodias Lucas 1980
Edward Camacho 1991
Ricardo Tolentino 1991
Christina Vasconcellos 1996
Loreta Alcover 2000
Rose Evangelista 2001
Lewis Kaneapua 2007
Eleanor Ann Arrojo 2015
Bill Marieneto Enriques 2015

JANUARY 24
Rosalina Viernez 1994
Juana Queja 2017

JANUARY 25
Bathis Charles Harrison 1964
Antonio Richard Bardenas Jr. 1970
Tomas Nietes 1971
Nicanor Batungbacal 2001
Mae Piilani Kaui 2005
Penn Wah Ng 2010
Juanito Osita 2011
David Bray 2017

JANUARY 26
Francis Dai Yang Chong 1959
Lea’e Lafaele 1974
Jerry James Toledo 1988
Dominica Reyes Ardona 2013



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

The first disciples of Jesus in today’s 
Gospel left their work and their 
daily routines to follow him.  They 
abandoned their livelihood, familiar 
surroundings and the lives to which 
they had become accustomed to be 
closer to him.  The good steward finds 
ways to be removed from what may 
be a comfortable existence or daily 
routine in order to serve the Lord 
more faithfully.  All too often, out of 
fear, insecurity or even selfishness, we 
refuse to leave the safety of the little 
world we have created for ourselves 
in order to hear the Lord’s call and 
be challenged by his Gospel. Perhaps   
we should reflect on what comforts we 
need to sacrifice in order to be better 
stewards to God’s mercy, compassion 
and hospitality he planted within us.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for January 13 & 14, 2018 $ 12,386.92
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 7,554.05
Loose Collections $ 3,546.87
Online Giving: January 8-12, 2018 $ 1,286.00
Year to Date Budget                                                             $      464,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 464,407.58
Difference $ 407.58
Number of tithing envelopes rcvd                  245       
     
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 702,583.48
Collections for January 13 & 14, 2018 $ 80.25
Online Giving:  January 8-12, 2018 $ 127.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,297,416.52)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 193,473.85
Collections for January 13 & 14, 2018 $ 482.00
Online Giving: January 8-12, 2018 $ 427.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 380.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC 
6 p.m.  RCIA Center
7 - 9 p.m. Samoan Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24  
8:15 a.m. Outreach Center
6 - 7 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC 2
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
7 p.m. Finance Committee Center
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry PC 1

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25
5 - 9 p.m. Diocesan YA Forum PC
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
5:45 - 9 p.m. YAM Center
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way Mtg Rm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 No Scheduled Activities

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
7 - 9:30 a.m. Ohana Homebound Ministry Center
9 - 10 a.m. Shazzy Fitness PC 2
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
12 - 1:30 p.m. Catechist Meeting Center
12 - 3 p.m. YAFM Armes Mtg Rm
12:15 p.m. Baptism Church
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Altar Servers Meeting PC 1
2 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

John the Baptist had his own disciples, the students who listened and learned from this 
messenger of God.  But he did not cling to these students as if he alone could teach 
them all they needed to know.  When the One who was greater than he appeared, he 
was happy to “graduate” them and send them on their way to a higher education, to 
be disciples of the One who was not only his Master and Teacher, but the Master and 
Teacher of the whole world.  And these students had such a gratitude for what they 
learned that they could not help but go out and share what they knew with others, such 
as Andrew sharing the knowledge with his brother Simon, who would be known as Peter.

The Mass is not over after the reception of Holy 
Communion!  Just like we don’t dig out after 

eating at a party, we don’t just get up and go during 
Mass.  We say thank you, we talk about any events 
coming up, and then we say goodbye.  “To bring 
to completion the prayer of the People of God, and 
also to conclude the whole Communion Rite, the 
Priest pronounces the Prayer after Communion, 
in which he prays for the fruits of the mystery just 
celebrated” (GRIM, 89).  After the prayer, the final 
part of the Mass, The Concluding Rites, begins.  Brief 
announcements, the Priest’s Greeting and Blessing, 
the Dismissal of the people by the Deacon or the 
Priest, and the kissing of the altar by the Priest and 
the Deacon, all belong to this rite.  We go from the 
Mass to do good works and to glorify the Lord by 
our lives.  The final purpose of our Christian lives to 

be in union with God as a saint and the Liturgy is the 
primary means for our sanctification.  We depart from 
Mass so that the Liturgy continues in our homes, in 
our workplace, in our school, in our lives.  

Word of the Week: Baptism-The first and 
foundational Christian sacrament, a prerequisite 

for receiving all the other sacraments.  By Baptism an 
individual is incorporated into the Church, the Body 
of Christ, and participates in the priesthood of the 
faithful.  The sacrament is bestowed by immersion in 
water or by pouring of water over the head.  In the 
Roman Rite, this immersion or pouring is accompanied 
by the words, “N., I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” (Word 
of the Week from A Glossary of Liturgical Terms by 
Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, 2017)


