
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

POPE: DON’T DIALOGUE WITH THE DEVIL, 
THE GREAT LIAR

Never approach the devil nor talk to him: 
he is “defeated” but dangerous because 

he seduces and, like a chained angry dog, 
bites if you go to pat him.
 The Pope said that even though the 
devil is defeated and dying he has a great 
power and capacity to seduce.  He promises 
many things, bringing us beautifully packed  
gifts, without revealing their contents. 
 The Pope compared the devil to a 
dying crocodile, who hunters advise not 
to approach because it can still strike you 
dead with its tail.  Hence the devil is very 
dangerous, his proposals are all lies and we 
foolishly believe him. 
 The Pope described the devil as the 
father of lies, saying he speaks well, he can 
sing in order to deceive and he is loser who 
moves about like a winner.  
 The devil, the Pope said, knows how to 
seduce us in our vanity and curiosity and 
we buy everything, falling into temptation.  
Knowing that a thought, a desire or move 
is dangerous and we still go there, it is like 
approaching the devil who is like a chained 
angry dog that can still bite.  

 Unlike Eve who thought herself a “great 
theologian” and fell, the Pope said we must 
never dialogue with the devil because he 
wins, he is more intelligent than us. On the 
contrary, Jesus in the desert responds to the 
devil with the Word of God, hunts down 
demons, sometimes asking his name but 
doesn’t dialogue.
 Recalling the advice of Jesus to watch, 
do penance and fast, Pope Francis said 
we too must do so but never enter into 
dialogue with the devil. And in moments of 
temptation we must approach the mother, 
like frightened children do.

This week’s Readings:  Acts 2:1-11;  Psalm 104:1ab, 24ac, 29bc-30, 31, 34; 1 Corinthians 
12:3b-7, 12-13 or Galatians 5:16-25;  John 20: 19-23 or John 15:26-27; 16:12-15
 
Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; Psalm 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22;
Romans 8:14-17; Matthew 28:16-20

PENTECOST SUNDAY    May 19 & 20, 2018
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Pentecost 2018 marks a special event in the lives of 
more than 200 of our children from our parish, our 

school and so with our young men and women.  For 
the first time, they will be receiving their Sacraments 
of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist in the Original 
Order.  They will be fully initiated into the Church 
and live their lives as the Faithful of God.  We used 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at a later 
time after of course Baptism and First Holy Eucharist, 
now no more.  The Sacraments are essential part of 
our lives.  They are sources of God’s graces in this 
journey of faith and life.  By virtue of our Baptism, 
we have become sons and daughters of God the 
Father.  Through His Son, we have been redeemed 
through His Paschal Mystery, Passion, Death and 
Resurrection;  and through the Holy Spirit, we are 
given spirit and life and will sustain us until Jesus 
will come again.
     This is why, our children and the rest of us, are 
made fully aware of the importance of the reception 
of the Sacraments and not just to come to church and 
leave after.  That these Sacraments of Initiation bring 
us into the reality of God offering us His grace, love 
and mercy.  That through Baptism, Confirmation and 
Holy Eucharist, our journey of faith becomes more 
meaningful because having God in us and with us, 
we can do no wrong.
     The sad reality is that only few come to realize this.  
I hope and pray that you who are reading this part of 
our parish bulletin may bring to light what it means 
to live in the Church of God.  Share this message to 
your family, friends and neighbor.  We do not live our 

lives in solitude.  Our journey in this world is always 
within the bounds of a community.  In the spiritual 
field we call this, the Church, the Parish Ohana of 
God, founded by Jesus Christ.  By virtue of these 
Sacraments that Jesus instituted for our salvation, we 
who received it and those who will receive it truly 
become who we are in the presence of God.
 While we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, we 
remind ourselves of the Holy Spirit’s presence in 
our lives and His gifts.  We also rekindle our faith 
and be strong, courageous and faithful to our call as 
witnesses of Jesus.  When our world lives in a life 
of anger and hatred, let the Holy Spirit work in our 
lives and foster love and forgiveness.  When our 
world divides every family, community and even 
Church, let the Holy Spirit work in us and bring 
unity, understanding, respect and justice.  When the 
world seems to overwhelm humanity with anxieties 
and pain, let the Holy Spirit who is in you and me 
enable us to sow peace and joy.  As the world leads 
men and women to be worldly, let the Holy Spirit 
lead us back to holiness.  As St. Augustine of Hippo 
would put it in prayer,

Breathe  in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy.

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy.

Amen.

Come Holy Spirit!



STEWARDSHIP CORNER
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”PAGE 3

Summarized by Eric Clemente, Stewardship Committee Member

CREATING STEWARDSHIP CULTURE IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Presented by Matt Schwartz on March 13, 2018, Our Sunday Visitor Webinar

Presentation began with this Scriptural verse:  Deuteronomy 6: 4-9
“Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!  Therefore you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,  & 
with all your soul, & with all your strength.”

Take to heart these words which I enjoin you today.  Drill them into your children.  Speak of them at home and abroad, 
whether you are busy or at rest. Bind them at your wrist as a sign and let them be as a pendant on your forehead.

 Getting a parish to grow and then transform a culture is no easy task.  There are hundreds of small steps that go into 
successful evangelization.  Parishes that have transformed themselves into hubs of vibrant ministry know that successful 
ministry requires planning, organization, and professional support to reach its goals.  It takes ministers with skills in creating 
realistic plans, attracting the right people and passing on the wrong people, focused communication, plus the managerial skills 
to achieve their goals.  It takes a professional approach that combines intent and vision with training and coaching to help 
those ministers succeed.
Catholic Schools can promote this idea in several ways:
 TIME:  prayer, visits to nursing homes, collecting school supplies for less fortunate children, volunteer on commissions  
 and councils, collect baby items, buy items for Christmas tree 
 TALENT:  write thank you letters, make Valentine’s cards for elderly, Habitat for Humanity, Respect for Life month
 TREASURE:  children’s envelopes, tithe 10%, give to building campaigns, give to special needs of the parish, pay for   
 Lenten mission
 What would happen if we aligned our resources (time, talent, treasure) with our mission?  Not the mission of OUR 
church, but rather the mission of THE church. Stewardship becomes effective when what we do in school (our team, our 
activities) is aligned with the mission of the church.  
 Stewardship makes disciples through great curriculum, teachers in love with Jesus and want to share it - which is a great 
part of stewardship. This is the bottom line of all we do. 
 Parents are used to giving time for something greater than themselves.  All we have to do is ask. Parents are great stewards 
when it has a direct impact on their child. Think globally and act locally. What can I do personally to make a difference? Many 
times we think we have to “teach” stewardship to parents.  They are already living it but they don’t have the language to prove 
it.  They grew up as recyclers and ecologists.  A globalized world is normal to them. Solidarity – kids are better than adults 
about sharing in the suffering of others.  Kids, although inherently selfish, are keen to the pain of others.
 When the parents are affectively connected to the school, they will give treasure. Stewardship is connected with Catholic 
social teaching – social justice which is taking care of those in need. Stewardship begins with relationships, not questions and 
theology.
 Story builds trust.  Trusting relationships are always thinking of the other.  When we reach out and tell our story, always 
ask people for what they want us to pray for.  
 How are we teaching & modeling skills of: forgiveness, stewardship, marriage, caring for the poor, worship/prayer, 
celebrations & hospitality?  When we model and teach skills of faith, we 
instill in students the confidence to act in their community.
 Questions You Should Ask Every Year:  Do we have the right structure? 
Do we have the right process? Do we have the right skills? How is the 
mission and vision of THE church articulated and expressed in every corner 
of OUR church and  school?
 Majority of young parents are millennials.  They inherently know what 
stewardship is.  The millennials want to make a difference.  They’re not in it 
for the money.  They want to be a part of something big.  These parents are 
a big part of stewardship in a school. “If you welcome and accept my child, 
you are welcoming and accepting to me.”  In family-oriented activities, 
parents thrive, children thrive.



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Asialyn Lee has been at OLGC for 3 years. She will 
attend Punahou School in the Fall.“My favorite 

memory of OLGC is being able to 
have all three of my sisters here 
with me. It is not every day you 
get to go to school with all your 
siblings. I love it when we all have 
recess and I get to see them. My 
parents work so hard to provide 
this blessing.”

Keira Cachola has been at OLGC for 10 years. She 
will attend Damien Memorial High School in the Fall.
 “OLGC has had a huge impact 
on my life and future. I believe 
that from the years of being a 
student here, I have grown to 
become a strong and independent 
individual. As I start a new chapter 
in my life and graduate from 
OLGC, I will apply everything I 
have learned to problems I will 
face as a young adult.”

Kylie Canubida has been at OLGC for 11 years. She 
will attend Mid-Pacific Institute in the Fall.

“My best memory is our eighth 
grade Spirit Day. It was truly 
amazing! I was also sad that this 
was our last Spirit Day as a class. 
Our dance was really fun and we 
had a blast just being ourselves.”

Carolyn Carter has been at OLGC for 11 years. She 
will attend Damien Memorial High School in the Fall.
 “OLGC is special to me 
because of the positive attitude 
that permeates the campus. The 
students will welcome you and the 
teachers will greet you. When you 
walk down the halls, other students 
will say hi. Everyone is smiling and 
in a happy mood.”

Cameron Cooper has been at OLGC for 9 years. He 
is still deciding which school to attend in the Fall.

“I learned a lot from this school 
like being able to develop my 
social skills, meeting great 
friends, solving problems and 
enhancing what I know about 
my religion. I am ready to take 
another step in my life and get 
closer to becoming a contributing 
member of society.”

Zander DeMarco has been at OLGC for 9 years. He 
will attend Damien Memorial High School in the Fall.
“One of my favorite memories 
was the food truck event. I tried 
different foods and it was a great 
way to socialize with everybody 
at the event.”

Malie Kekoa has been at OLGC for 10 years. She 
will attend Pearl City High School in the Fall.

“One of the best memories that I 
have of OLGC is when I sang my 
first responsorial psalm. There 
are so many more memories that 
we have shared throughout the 
years and we will always have 
one another in our hearts and 
minds.”

Kaytlyn Kuni has been at OLGC for 10 years. She 
will attend Damien Memorial High School in the Fall.
“My favorite memory was when 
our eighth grade class hugged at 
the end of our Spirit Week dance. 
I knew at that moment that these 
people surrounding me were 
special. Our friendships will last 
forever.”

REFLECTIONS FROM THE CLASS OF 2018 (Part 1 of 2)



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, MAY 19
7:00 a.m. For the eternal repose of the soul of Beatrice Miranda
  
5:00 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Joaquin Banuilos, 

Beatrice Canadilla & Frances N. Gwaltney

SUNDAY, MAY 20
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions for Andi Mae Shimizu & Lydia 

Ching. Birthday blessings for Bernadette Cabe, 
Andrew Ancheta & Justin Clemente.  For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Allen James T. Padilla & Isamu 
Morris

8:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Julius Anthony Vea.  For the 
eternal repose of the soul of Beatrice Canadilla 

11 a.m. 

5:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel.

MONDAY, MAY 21
 For the eternal repose of the soul of Beatrice Canadilla 

TUESDAY, MAY 22
For the eternal repose of the soul of Beatrice Canadilla

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
For the eternal repose of the soul of Beatrice Canadilla

THURSDAY, MAY 24  
Birthday blessings for Cherise Clemente. For the eternal repose of 
the souls of Beatrice Canadilla, David Manuel, Caroline Lopez & 
William Ramiscal

FRIDAY, MAY 25
Graduation blessings for Alysse Harrelle & family. For the eternal 
repose of the soul of Beartrice Canadilla

MAY 19
Henry Carvalho Sr. 1991
John Kaliko’olkalani Kalama 2003
Timothy Bongo 2012

MAY 20
William Sylvester 1976
Emiliano Angala 2009

MAY 21
Independencia Dejas Bastatas 1992
Delman Hesch 1993
Thomas Rosa 1998
Alice Goles Abrantes 2000
Soledad Cayadong Dulay 2006

MAY 22
George Raymond Apiki 1978
Polegario Ariola Raquedan 1996
Antonio Velasco 2001
Vivien Salvador Jose 2012

MAY 23
Lillian White 1964
Stephen Clay Dawson 1989
Felix Canyon 2004
Severa Cudiamat 2005
Lucille Sevilla Gallarde 2006
Geraldo Gapol 2009
Ronald Real Archangel 2011
Bernard Andrade Sr. 2013

MAY 24
Tranquilino Frank Aganon 1959
Michael Dane Hanson 1961
Manuel Cabalis 1999
Thomas Connally 2000
Carolyn Sardinha Lopez 2000
Marco Ponciano 2002
Alfredo Dolor 2004
Clifford En Yee Ho 2011
William Rodolfo Ramiscal 2012
Flor Barber 2012

MAY 25
Calvin Relacion 1977
Anita Oliver 2007
Pricilla Ann Ramento 2009



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

Today we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, the birth of the 
Church and the beginning of its 
mission in the world.  Pentecost 
Sunday reminds us that our lives 
are filled with the Holy Spirit and 
God has accomplished creative 
things in us through this gift.  
We have been entrusted with 
this great gift of the Holy Spirit.  
Now is a good time to ask:  Are 
we being good stewards of 
this gift?  What creative things 
have we done to glorify God’s 
accomplishments in us?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for May 12 & 13, 2018 $ 14,819.73
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 8,972.05
Loose Collections $ 4,081.68
Online Giving for May 7-11, 2018 $ 1,766.00       
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $      736,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 723,542.25
Difference $ (12,457.75)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  260 
       
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 724,279.59
Collections for May 12 & 13, 2018 $ 554.05
Online Giving for May 7-11, 2018 $ 147.00
With Grateful Hearts Quarterly Rebate $ 5,922.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,275,720.41)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 198,547.48
Collections for May 12 & 13, 2018 $ 776.00
Online Giving for May 7-11, 2018 $ 442.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 82.00
CRS Rice Bowl $ 21.38



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Thomas Miyashiro
Dcn. Efrain Andrews
Dcn. Raymond Lamb
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, MAY 21
8:30 - 10 a.m. Pre-school Practice Church
6 - 9 p.m. Safe Environment PC 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir  Church

TUESDAY, MAY 22
8:30 -  10 a.m. Pre-school Practice Church
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center
7 - 9 p.m. Samoan Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Pre-School Graduation Church
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Pre-School Graduation PC
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
2 -5:30 p.m. YAFM - Homeless Ministry PC1
5 - 6 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic PG Church
6 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry Center
7 p.m. Finance Committee PC2
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
7:30 - 9 p.m. YAFM PC1

THURSDAY, MAY 24
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church

FRIDAY, MAY 25
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 8th Grade Graduation Church
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 8th Grade Graduation PC
6 - 9 p.m. Safe Environment PC
6:30 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center

SATURDAY, MAY 26
7 - 9:30 a.m. Ohana Homebound Ministry Center
9 - 10:30 a.m. Shazzy Fitness PC1
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Catechists Luncheon PC1

SUNDAY, MAY 27 
12:15 p.m. Baptism Church
3 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM(HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Many of you who are being confirmed write letters to me.  Some of you mentioned in your letters that it 
is a struggle to go to Mass sometimes.  There are a couple of demons called “laziness” and “boredom” 

that convince us that we do not really need to go.  Yet if we drive these demons out, our eyes will be opened to 
see that the Mass is not just a series of readings, rituals and words, but it is an encounter with the risen Jesus 
himself.  He is the Word made flesh, and when we hear his word here, it is meant to take flesh in his Body, the 
Church – us! – so that he can continue to do his saving work.  We celebrate today his ascension into heaven, 
but he is the living bread come down from heaven, who is physically present so that he can come into us in 
an intimate way to show us his love.  If we have faith, we can drive out the demons that cover our eyes to see 
only the outward realities, so that we can see that here, in a special way, we who are still on earth can be united 
to heaven

This past week, most if not all the active priests in 
our diocese gathered together for our Annual Priests’ 
Convocation.  It was my first time being part of the 
gathering in its entirety and as a priest. As we gathered, I 
couldn’t help but think about all the years of experience 
collected in one room while reflecting on my first year 
as a priest of Jesus Christ.  This weekend, I celebrate 
my first anniversary of my priestly ordination.  At the 
same time, we as a diocese celebrate this Pentecost 
weekend with 3,768 confirmations of children and youth 
statewide.  Being sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
these confirmandi are strengthened in their Christian 
life and are sent out in mission.  The Sacraments 
of Confirmation and Eucharist complete Christian 
initiation.  This doesn’t mean that they graduate from 
the church and that’s it.  They now have a greater 
responsibility to practice their baptismal call to holiness 
and to invite others into fellowship with God. I am so 
blessed to celebrate my anniversary by administering 

the sacraments of Confirmation and (first) Eucharist.   
I pray that some will live out their baptismal call by 
answering the Lord’s call to follow Him as an ordained 
priest, a religious brother or sister.  

Word of the Week: Priest- The second order of ministry 
in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, also called a presbyter.  
Priest is a translation of the Latin sacerdos and the Greek 
hiereus; presbyter is a Latin word, a close transliteration 
of the Greek presbuteros, meaning “elder.”  Through 
ordination, the priest is authorized to preside at Mass 
and exercise his proper role in the celebration of all the 
sacraments.  Technically, there is only one priest, Jesus 
Christ (Hebrews 2:18, 4:14), and both presbyters and 
bishops share in Christ’s priesthood when they preside 
at the altar.  Thus, when the official liturgical texts speak 
about priests, they frequently mean both presbyters and 
bishops. (Word of the Week from A Glossary of Liturgical 
Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, 2017) 


