
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

POPE FRANCIS: HUMAN ECOLOGY BEGINS 
WITH ACCEPTING THE BODY

“The acceptance of our body as a gift from 
God is vital for welcoming and accepting 
the entire world as a gift from the Father and 
our common home, whereas thinking that we 
enjoy absolute power over our own bodies 
turns, often subtly, into thinking that we 
enjoy an absolute power over creation,” he 
said, citing his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si.
 “Learning to accept your body, to care 
for it and to respect its fullest meaning, is 
an essential element of any genuine human 
ecology.”
 “It is therefore necessary to proceed with 
a careful discernment of the complex funda-
mental differences of human life: of man 
and woman, of fatherhood and motherhood, 
of filiation and fraternity, of sociality and 
also of all the different ages of life.”
 In recognizing the inherent dignity of 
the human person, the pope said, we learn to 
see the need to defend the sanctity of all the 

vulnerable, including the unborn, elderly, 
sick, impoverished, and trafficking victims.
 “We need to reflect more deeply on the 
ultimate destination of life, capable of re-
storing dignity and meaning to the mystery 
of its deepest and most sacred affections,” 
he said.

This week’s Readings:  Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24;  Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15;  
Mark 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43
Next week ’s Readings:  Ezekiel 2:2-5;  Psalm 123:1-4;  2 Corinthians 12:7-10;  Mark 6:1-6a

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
June 30 & July 1, 2018

Catholicnewsagency.com June 26, 2018

Papal Intention for July
Evangelization – Priests and their Pastoral Ministry 
That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their 
pastoral work, may find help and comfort in their intimacy 
with the Lord and in their friendship with their brother priests.
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Every day, we experience a lot of choices to make.  
From the moment we get up out of bed in the 

morning till we sleep at night, we make choices that 
could enable or spoil the beginning or end our day.  
In as much as we would know how things would 
flow when we make good decisions which demand 
great responsibility, we still choose the other option 
that results in minimal outcome or nothing at all.  
Fear gets in the way and stifles our motivations 
to do something more and better.  When we are 
overwhelmed with fear, it stops us to live our lives 
fruitfully and meaningfully.  But when we have what 
we call the leap of faith, life becomes different from 
the way we look at it.
 Our Gospel this Sunday is about the healing of 
the woman afflicted with hemorrhage for twelve 
years and the raising from the dead of the daughter of 
Jairus, a synagogue official.  We are probably amazed 
how the miracles happened.  The woman with the 
illness touched the cloak of Jesus and was healed.  
The girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and 
walked around after Jesus uttered the words, “Talitha 
koum” which means “Little girl, I say to you, arise!”
     If we read through the story of these miracles, 
there is one common word that Jesus uttered, Faith.  
It was through faith that all became possible.  Both 
the woman and the official act out of faith.  They 
believed that Jesus had the power over sickness and 
death.  They approached Jesus with sincere and open 
hearts.  They had their trust in Him.  If the woman 

did not have the leap of faith to touch Jesus’ cloak 
or for Jairus to approach Jesus for the healing of his 
daughter, then the miracle could have not happened.
     These miracles show us how Jesus has the power 
over any obstacles that human life brings.  Jesus once 
again manifested His great power that no human 
beings can do specifically raising someone from the 
dead.  All that matters is faith - faith that enables 
one to recognize who really Jesus as a man endowed 
with divine and human power.  It is also faith that 
opens one’s heart and mind to trust in Him no matter 
what.
     Jesus cares for all of us.  He is open to help us go 
through life’s challenges and pains.  He is concerned 
for our well-being.  He is open to life and restores 
life in all its aspects.  Jesus does not want us to be 
overwhelmed with our own fears.  For if we do, we 
will never experience the transforming effect of 
Jesus’ words and deeds in our day to day lives.  If we 
allow ourselves to listen to Him and open our hearts 
to trusting Him, it can bring us great and wonderful 
changes.  He restores everything for He is the Son 
of God Who desires only the good of every human 
person and even the world we live in.  This is why 
we call Him, the Redeemer.
     Having that leap of faith is allowing God to 
be in control.  When we do that, we will certainly 
experience great miracles every single day.  Let us 
all bear this in our minds, Just Have Faith!

JUST HAVE FAITH!



STEWARDSHIP CORNER
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”PAGE 3

By Bernadette V. Cabe, Stewardship Committee Chairperson

INTENSIFYING STEWARDSHIP AT OLGC CHURCH

At the recent Cohesiveness Meeting (quarterly meeting of all ministry leaders), Fr. Pascual 
shared his reflections on the status of Stewardship in our parish.  Where are we heading 

in terms of Stewardship? Who we really are as Christians? Where are we now?  As you read 
this, please take time to ponder on the questions below and to reflect on your answers.
He discussed the four pillars of Stewardship which are the following:

•	 HOSPITALITY:  “Be hospitable to one another without complaining.” (1 Peter 
4:9)

 What would you like to see happening in our parish on hospitality?
 What challenges would you anticipate?
 What is being done in our parish to reach out to Catholics who do not come to   
 church?

•	 PRAYER:  “He often retired to deserted places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)
Father pointed out the importance of carrying out the liturgy in our day-to-day life.  
Are we giving witness to others?  He stressed the value of true worship and prayer.  
Do we pray as a family? 

 Are you doing something unique or special in the area of prayer in our parish?
 In what ways do you pray “outside” our parish campus?
 What would you like to see happening in our parish on prayer? 

•	 FORMATION (CONTINUOUS CONVERSION): “In all its activities the parish encourages and trains it mem-
bers to be evangelizers.  It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst 
of their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach.” (The Joy of the Gospel #28)

 Each one of us has the responsibility to share the Word of God to others.
 What is your own experience of formation in our parish?
 What would you like to see happening in our parish in terms of stewardship formation?
 What is being done in our parish to reach out to Catholics who do not come to church?

•	 SERVICE (LOVE IN ACTION):  “At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have 
received, how much money we have made, how many great things we have done.  We will be judged by “I was 
hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was naked and you clothed me.  I was homeless, and you took me in.” 
(St. Mother Teresa) 

      Corporal Works of Mercy             Spiritual Works of Mercy
    To feed the hungry           To counsel the doubtful
         To give drink to the thirsty                           To instruct the ignorant
         To shelter the homeless                           To admonish the sinner
    To visit the sick           To comfort the sorrowful
    To visit the prisoners                                   To forgive offences willingly
    To bury the dead           To pray for the living and the dead
         To give alms to the poor
 
 Am I doing something unique or special in the area of service in our parish? 
 In what ways do you serve the wider community outside of our parish campus?
 What would you like to see happening in our parish on service?

OLGC Church is a Stewardship parish as stated in its mission (front cover).  If you want to share your feelings or com-
ments regarding any of the questions in this article, you may do so in writing or by calling our Parish Office at 455-3012.
  



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Our Lady of Good Counsel School students are life-long learners 
who demonstrate basic knowledge in all subjects. The beauty 

of attending summer school is that the learning is broadened with a 
plethora of elective courses and field trips that allow students to seek 
knowledge beyond the subjects they are required to learn during the 
school year. The summer group recently traveled to the west side 
to learn at Kahumana Organic Farm of Lualualei Valley. This place 
has a mission to co-create a healthy, inclusive and productive farm-
based community with homeless families, people with disabilities and 
youth. Included in their diverse mix are people from all walks of life: 
farmers, social workers, social entrepreneurs, people transitioning 
from homelessness, visitors, locals, youth, and people with disabilities. 
Students were led through a farm tour and experienced the 
community’s aspiration to celebrate the bounty of Hawaii’s 
natural and cultural environment while also helping to 
address some of the most pressing needs. Watching the 
farmers work tirelessly under the hot summer sun, 
marching through the beautiful valley to view the 
crops and farm animals, and tasting the fruits and 
vegetables gave the OLGC School tour group a 
newfound appreciation for our ‘aina and people 
who care for it. Students left Kahumana Farms 
with an enriched understanding of Hawai’i’s food 
system and what it actually means to grow food.  
Indeed, this excursion helped our students to become 
life-long learners! 

A FIELD TRIP TO WITNESS: 
MINDFULNESS - MAKA’ALA
EMPATHY - ALOHA
WORKING  TOGETHER - LOKAHI

By Chantelle Luarca,  School Principal



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

JUNE 30
Charles Kaui Jr. 1974
Christina Buendia 1974
Crispolo Blade Eslit 1985
Jennie Joan Asam 2006
Anna Toshiko Pereza 2007
Faith Hisae Ishihara 2014

JULY 1
Gilbert Brandon Dano 1978
Dolores Ann Schule 1991
Manuel Souza Jr. 1992
Veronica Kelly Lopez 2000
William Archard Souza 2002
Feliza Castillo Caberto 2015
Felix Duhaylongsod 2016

JULY 2
Mary Dorothy Nuuanu 1963
Rosemarie Johnson 1976
Epolita Nabal 1981
John Joseph Samson 2000
Carolina Benevasa Rivera 2007
Ernest Somera 2013

JULY 3
Theresa Soledad Gaheton 1969
Manuel Tavares 1974
Silvia Akiyama 1999
Thelma Lei Faria 2009
Hazel Yangson Gonzales 2013

JULY 4
Joseph Heronilla 1979
William Calub 1981
Lee Maligro 1984
Rufo Orig Clamulcha 1992
Marcial Tabije 2004

JULY 5
Josephine Thomas 1981
Kay Victoria Takai 2009
Robert Kum Chi Lee 2010
Carmen Tabije 2015
 
JULY 6
Candelario Calma 1978
Leonard Chun 1990
Paz De Vera Panis 1996
Emiliana Gelacio 2002
Walter Edward Pollack Jr. 2013

Please notify the Parish Office a week in advance to have your intentions 
added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, JUNE 30
7:00 a.m. Birthday blessings for Nelson H Koyanagi. Special intentions 

for June & Victor Casupang. Thanksgiving for Mr. & Mrs. Willy 
Ben & family. Special intentions, good health & thanksgiving 
for Jon T. Cabico. For the eternal repose of the souls of Marcial 
Tabije, Loretta Tabije and all souls, Samuel Hokama & William 
Bradley Ben. 

5:00 p.m. Blessings & thanksgiving for Cenric Ho. Blessings for our 
brothers & sisters of the Big Island of Hawaii and on the Island 
of Kauai that they be strengthened during this time of disasters.  
For the eternal repose of the soul of Daniel K. Sailer. 

SUNDAY, JULY 1
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions, good health & thanksgiving for Jon T. 

Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Peter Le Sanh, 
Joaquim Tran Thai, Anna Nguyen, Aurelia & Primo Antolin, 
Amanda & Antero Ulep, Regina & Lorenza Ulep, Vicente & 
Pablito Ulep,Cheryll Tutaan & Allen James Tamayo Padilla.

8:30 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m. Special intentions of  Marieta & Meliton Bond.  Special 
intentions for June & Victor Casupang. Special intentions for 
the Bond family. For the eternal repose of the souls of Marcial 
Tabije, Loretta Tabije & all souls, Daniel M. Bojorquez Sr. & 
Yolanda Galton.

5:00 p.m.  Blessings & healing for John Iguchi. Blessings & thanksgiving 
for Mayleen Paul & Rabin Miochy & family. For the eternal 
repose of the soul of Daniel K. Sailer.

MONDAY, JULY 2
Special intentions for William Wallace family. Birthday blessings for Raquel C. 
Soliven. Special intentions for Adeline C. Marks. Special intentions, good health & 
thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.   For the eternal repose of Marcial Tabije, Loretta 
Tabije & all souls & Daniel K. Sailer.

TUESDAY, JULY 3
Special intentions of the Parker family. Special intentions for Adeline C. Marks. 
Special intentions, good health & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.   For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije & all souls, Teodoro Sekepeo 
& Daniel K. Sailer.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4
Special intentions, good health & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal 
repose  of the souls of Marcial Tabije, Carmen Tabije, Loretta Tabije & all souls, 
& Daniel K. Sailer. 

THURSDAY, JULY 5
Special intentions, good health & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Daniel K. Sailer, Marcial Tabije, Carmen Tabije, Loretta 
Tabije & all souls, Teodulo Tabaniag & Bryan Tabaniag.

FRIDAY, JULY 6
Special intentions for the Perpetual Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament. Special 
intentions, good health & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of 
the souls of Daniel K. Sailer, Carmen Tabije, Marcial Tabije, Loretta Tabije & all 
souls, Teodulo Tabaniag & Bryan Tabaniag.



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

St. John Chrysostom wrote:  “There 
are three conversions necessary:  the 
conversion of the heart, the conversion 
of the mind and the conversion of the 
purse.”  Christian stewards acknowledge 
with gratitude that even their material 
wealth and financial resources ultimately 
come from God.  And a conversation of 
the heart is needed before a conversion of 
one’s wallet can take place.  Exercising 
good stewardship over the money one 
makes, manages, spends and offers back 
to God is a tangible measure of their 
spiritual health.  
The good steward’s desire is to put 
God first among his or her spending 
priorities.  “What return shall I make to 
the Lord for all the good He has done for 
me.” (Psalm 116:12)  Christian stewards 
know the joy of giving.  

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for June 23 & 24, 2018 $ 10,734.88
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 7,270.00
Loose Collections $ 2,948.88
Online Giving for June 18-22, 2018 $ 516.00       
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $      832,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 799,939.87
Difference $ (32,060.13)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  235  
         
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 730,219.19
Collections for June 23 & 24, 2018 $ 629.25
Online Giving for June 18-22, 2018 $ 92.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,269,780.81)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 201,789.48
Collections for June 23 & 24, 2018 $ 138.00
Online Giving for June 18-22, 2018 $ 162.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 2,931.28



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Thomas Miyashiro
Dcn. Efrain Andrews
Dcn. Raymond Lamb
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, JULY 2 
10 a.m. Pearl City Nursing Home Mass Offsite
6 - 9 p.m. Vacation Bible School Planning PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Mtg Rm
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center

TUESDAY, JULY 3
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
7 - 9 p.m.  Samoan Choir Center

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4  Office Closed
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
7 - 9 p.m. Youth & Family Ministry Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Center

THURSDAY, JULY 5
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother Prayer Group Church
6 - 9 p.m. VBS Planning PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Mtg Rm
6:30 - 9 p.m. YAM Center
7 p.m.  Holy Hour Church

FRIDAY, JULY 6 No Scheduled Activities

SATURDAY, JULY 7
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Knights of Columbus PC
9 - 10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir Mtg Rm
9 - 10:30 a.m. Shazzy Fitness Center
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center

SUNDAY, JULY 8 
12:15 p.m. Baptism Church
5:30 - 9 p.m. VBS PC
5:30 - 9 p.m. VBS Center



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

 We may not be aware of God’s plan for each of us, but we are called to have faith that every one of us 
has a special role to play in God’s plan of salvation.  For some that role will be simply to be the best spouses 
and parents they can be, giving love to their children, and hoping that their children will pass on the love 
that is God himself.  Others may be called to the priesthood, diaconate, or religious life, and thus be able to 
share the Good News of Jesus in a more public manner.  Others may see corruption and greed in the business 
world in which they are involved and work tirelessly -- and not without considerable criticism -- to make their 
businesses ethical and socially responsible.  The life of a teen contemplating suicide because he is being bullied 
at school may be saved by one person -- perhaps a classmate -- who takes the time to reach out to that teen with 
compassion and understanding.
 None of these things may involve the high drama of an angel appearing, of the miracle of an old and barren 
couple having a child, or of nine months of doubting silence followed by a grand hymn of exultant faith.  Our 
own participation in the great and wonderful plan of God to fill the world with his life and light may be as 
undramatic as a commute in traffic, the changing of a diaper, or the preparation of the thousandth family meal.  
Yet we should never doubt that God has a plan for each one of us, and that we will never be fulfilled unless we 
consent to that plan, whether it is routine or dramatic.

Dear Johan,
 I wish we would use more Latin in the liturgy. Not only is it 
the language the church has used from the beginning, it is such 
a worthy and venerable language. To be honest, I find English 
quite pedantic and not worthy of the liturgy.

Gentle Reader,
 Your premise is both correct and false. You are correct to sug-
gest that Latin is an old language. However, it is not the language 
the church has used from the beginning and linguists would more 
than likely take issue with such nomenclatures as worthy and ven-
erable. Since English is not my mother tongue, I will not even 
touch on the last part of your question, or was it rather a statement?
 Although Latin is still considered the premier liturgical lan-
guage in the Roman Catholic Church, it has not always been that 
way. As a matter of fact, Latin, which was known as the lingua 
vulgaris or the language of the common people, was adopted by 
the church because the majority of the people were unable to un-
derstand the earlier language of the church, which was Greek.
 As Christianity spread throughout the Western empire, the 
new language of the church and of the state, that is, Latin, went 

with it. After the collapse of the empire, the church held on to the 
rites and rubrics it had developed during Roman times. Many of 
those rites and rubrics as well as the liturgical language (Latin) 
survive until this very day.
 When the church fathers of the Second Vatican Council de-
cided to allow people to use vernacular languages to celebrate the 
liturgy, they actually did what our Christian ancestors had done 
when switching from Greek (the language of the elite) to Latin (the 
language of the people). The main motivator, both then and now, 
was that people should be able to understand what is said and done 
during the liturgy.
 Is Latin a worthier and more venerable language? It surely is 
venerable due to the longevity of its use. I am not sure that makes 
it worthier, though. Regardless, unless people know Latin, I see 
absolutely no reason why a presumed esthetic quality should over-
ride intelligibility.

(Excerpted from What’s the Smoke For? And Other Burning Questions about the 
Liturgy by Johan van Parys © 2014 Order of Saint Benedict, published by Liturgi-
cal Press, www.litpress.org. Used by permission.)


