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Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish

MISSION

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship 
of time, talent and 
treasure, seeking to renew 
and maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Pope Francis said Monday that to 
division and scandal the answer 

should be silence and 
prayer; and asked the Lord 
for the grace to discern 
when it is better to speak 
or to remain quiet.
 “With people who do 
not have good will, with 
people who seek only 
scandal, who seek only 
division, who seek only 
destruction, even within families, the 
answer is silence and prayer.”
 “May the Lord give us the grace to 
discern when we must speak and when 
we must be silent.  And to do in all of life, 
at work, at home, in society... to become 
more closely imitators of Jesus Christ", 
he said during Mass at the Vatican’s 
Santa Marta guest house.
 The Pope likened this episode to 
Christ’s response on Good Friday, 

when the people shouted for him to be 
crucified, because the devil had sown 

lies in their hearts.
 Jesus’ response in the 
face of the people’s anger 
was not easy, but it was 
the dignified silence of a 
Christian anchored in the 
power of God, the Pope 
said, explaining that Jesus’ 
answer teaches Christians 
they should respond to a 

refusal to see the truth with quiet.
 Francis noted that when families 
have disagreements, often about things 
like politics, sports or money, division is 
the devil’s goal. “As the father of lies, 
the accuser, the devil, acts to destroy the 
unity of a family, of a people,” he said.
 The response should be to say your 
peace and then to keep quiet, he said, 
because “the truth is mild, the truth is 
silent, the truth is not noisy.”

POPE FRANCIS SAYS RESPONSE TO DIVISION SHOULD BE 
SILENCE, PRAYER

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
September 8 & 9, 2018

This week’s Readings:  Isaiah 35:4-7a;  Psalm 146:7-10;  James 2:1-5;  Mark 7:31-37  
Next week ’s Readings:  Isaiah 50:4c-9a;  Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9;  James 2:14-18;  Mark 8:27-35 
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Our Gospel Reading, this 23rd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time, is about Jesus performing 

a miracle to a deaf man who has a speech 
impediment.  The man is brought by concerned 
people and asked Jesus to lay his hand on him.  
Jesus speaks the words, “Ephphatha,” an Aramaic 
word which means “Be opened.”  Jesus heals the 
person.  The people are filled with astonishment 
and recognized Jesus’ extraordinary acts like 
making the deaf hear and the mute speak.  The 
miracle that Jesus performed is the fulfillment 
of the Prophesy of Isaiah in the First Reading, 
“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the 
ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame 
leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will 
sing.” God, the source of life and goodness, 
wants all people to be whole.  Jesus, the Beloved 
Son of Father, brings that to fulfillment with 
His healing power and might.  He heals and 
restores life and dignity to those who are sick, 
poor, oppressed and setting free those who are 
imprisoned by sin.  Whenever Jesus performs to 
heal the sick or performs a great miracle in the 
midst of the people, He does not only take out 
the illness but brings the person to his total self.  
He makes the person whole physically, mentally 
and spiritually with dignity and honor as a child 
of God.
 To be in a situation of being deaf is difficult.  
Besides being deaf, the person also experiences 

speech difficulty.  It affects the whole person, 
his way of life and relationship.  He is enslaved 
in a situation and is limited to perform the daily 
chores of life.  Such is the case for a person with 
physical deafness but more for a person who is 
spiritually deaf.  Our sense of hearing and speech 
may be okay but do we listen to what we are 
supposed to listen?  Do we speak what we are 
supposed to say?
 This Sunday is one such moment given to 
all of us to reflect our response to Jesus’ call to 
discipleship.  To be a disciple is not just only to 
fulfill our Sunday Obligations which is great, to 
do works of charity, but also to live the call to 
faithfulness in all our ways.  Often, we listen to 
our self and not hear the things that we need to 
understand and to speak the words that we want 
to say and not in the manner how a true disciple 
will speak.
 To guide us through a more profound 
commitment as Jesus’ followers, we need to go 
back and read Sacred Scripture and use the Word 
of God as a source of life and goodness.  When 
we do, we share words of wisdom with others 
and through our ways, we practice what He 
teaches us.  Let the words of Jesus “Ephphatha” 
be for us so that we can be true to our calling 
and live our lives that we can exemplify what a 
true Christian is, that is, one who hears the Word, 
speaks the Word and lives the Word.

JESUS’ HEALING POWER



MINISTRY CORNER
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”PAGE 3

To Fathers Pascual, Alfred and all priests….  
We love you! You are all our spiritual guide 
and leaders.  Things may be very confusing, 
hurtful and depressing at this time.  How 
could this happen?  We all need to be 
reminded that God is in control.  Despite 
the persecutions of our Catholic faith, we 
must persevere! Keep the faith, be united 
and stay strong.  Jesus, we trust in Your love 
and forgiveness.  We must also pray for all 
victims, priests, the Pope and all people 
and know that despite our sinfulness due to 
human weaknesses, God loves and forgives 
us.”  Nora Salvador

“To our beloved shepherds, Fr. Pascual 
and Fr. Alfred:  In lieu of the scandals 
being reported in the media lately, please 
know that we love and support you both 
and so appreciate your presence here at 
OLGC.  We know the “evil” one hates the 
Catholic Church and her priests/religious.  
These attacks will never deter me from my 
faith, but we need you now more than ever.  
Together, with our Lady, we must pray and 
fight this evil in our Church.  ‘The gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.’ (Matt 
16:18)” Fran Morris

“Take refuge in Mother Mary.  She will 
sustain you both for Jesus.”  Angie 
Ildefonso

“As faithful Catholics and with love of 
God, we walk humbly through this difficult 
journey.  We support and entrust our faith 
in both Fr. Pascual and Fr. Alfred here at 
OLGC Parish.  We dovote our prayers, 
sufferings and sacrifices along with Christ’s 
Passion to our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Donna 
Quillopo

“We are truly grateful for our priests 
at OLGC.  Without their guidance and 
assistance, Richard would not have been 
reunited with our Lord, Jesus Christ, after 
many years of absence.  They also played an 
instrumental role in my decision to embrace 
the Catholic faith.  We will pray for them to 
continue to be good shepherds of the Lord.” 
Richard and Elaine Okamoto

Let the Lord and the Blessed Mother hold 
both of you.  I pray for faith, wisdom and 
love.”   Lily Tabije

“I pray for those who fall, for when they 
rise the Catholic Church will be in a better 
place.” Geri Araynado

“I truly pray for both of you whenever I’m 
in the Adoration Chapel and before bedtime 
that you both be comforted by the Almigh 
ty God in your priestly duties.  With much 
love that I can give to somehow ease the 

pain that you’re going through with all 
this scandal in our Catholic Church.  Rest 
assured that I can only pray for you and 
hope that the pain you feel will be taken up 
God.” Cliff Duro

“My fellow Catholics:  let us remain strong 
and firm in our faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, together with our Pope, archbishops, 
bishops and all priests all over the world.  
I was born a Catholic, grew, live and will 
die a Catholic.  Let us pray for each other.”  
Pepita Amingay

Dear Fr. Pascual & Fr. Alfred,
We thank you for being our good Shepherds.  
We pray for you everyday and for our 
Bishop Larry.  We also pray for your brother 
priests.  God bless you all.  Barbara Thorpe

Aloha Father Pascual  and Father Alfred,
Do Know and Recognize that you are spe-
cial  and  appreciated  here at OLGC.  As 
individual  expressions of GOD’s  art and 
love, YOU are priceless and irreplaceable.  
Embrace and enjoy  your Life to the full-
est.  With your Passion of Life, Love and 
Service and all that YOU DO at OLGC, 
Mahalo  Nui Loa.  The Blessings of God, 
the Father and Son, be  upon you  and  the 
Spirits of Life  and Love be with you always. 
Rose Galera

“As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one 
body, so also Christ.  If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the 
parts share its joy.” 1 Corinthiams 12:12, 26

Here are some messages of comfort, assurance and love to our beloved OLGCC priests, Fr. Pascual, Fr. Alfred and 
all priests, in light of the highly publicized sexual abuses within the Catholic Church.

TO FR. PASCUAL, FR. ALFRED AND ALL PRIESTS...
By Bernadette V. Cabe



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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By Chantelle Luarca,  School Principal

MRS. LUARCA
M  odel reverent prayer every 

morning. (A)
R eceive my students with a smile. 

(A)
S ay “I’m proud of you!”. (A)

L isten carefully and respond 
respectfully during staff meetings. (E)

U h oh...  I will ask someone to edit 
my memos carefully. (S)

A ct with courtesy through 
correspondence with parents. (E)

R ead fun facts in the morning (L)
C ollaborated with others to refine 

the new auto line procedures. (P)
A llowed students to help me use 

a dictionary to find a word we 
weren’t sure of. (P)

SCHOOLWIDE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS (SLEs) - 
ACROSTIC POEMS

MISS ANZAI
M eets with parents upon request and responds to messages in a timely 

manner.  (E)
 I nstill positive reinforcement by praising students and recognizing them for 

their contributions. (A)
S eek out other teachers for advice and work together to find solutions. (P)
S upports the philosophy of Catholic education and the mission of the school. 

(A)

A cts as a witness to Gospel values by modeling the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. (A)

N ice kind words used throughout the day. (A) 
Z eros in on each child’s needs and tries to meet them. (A)
A goal setting monthly calendar to monitor goals and achievements. (S)
 I nvests in her own learning. (L)

MRS. PERREIRA
M odel daily prayer with my students. (A)
R espect student feelings of anxiousness 

in new situations of unfamiliar places, 
people and activities. (A)

S ubscribing to Good News Ministries and 
Robert Barron Reflections. (L)

P articipate in planning Grandparents day 
school activities. (P)

E njoy signing, singing and learning 
prayers and songs at school mass. (L)

R eassure concerned parents their child 
is actively participating at their comfort 
level and will continue to become more 
relaxed and show progress. (E)

R ole play gospel stories with students. (A)
E ncourage students to do their best and 

be kind. (A)
I ntegrate my catholic faith in my lessons 

with students. (A)
R each out to others that need a helping 

hand. (A)
A cknowledge my short comings when it 

comes to technology. (S)

MRS. BAUTISTA
M odel ways students should speak to each other (E)
R ead stories to students to relate a lesson (Kissing Hand, If You Take a Mouse to 

School, How Do Dinosaurs Count to 10?) (L)
S mile and greet everyone with a “Good Morning or Hello”

B e a step ahead of the students and talk out plans with peers (S)
A llow students to work together and find ways to make something work (P)
U nderstand that each student learns differently (S)
T ake time each night to go on Pinterest and look for ideas (L)
I nvite families to be involved in their child’s learning-open door policy (E)
S hare what’s been going on in our class with our families through Jupiter (E)
T eaching students how to be “good” students (walking, lines, sitting, listening, 

praying...) (ALPES)
A lways be a role model to the students inside and outside the classroom (A)

MRS. ANNIE
M  eet and greet parents and 

students with a smile everyday.(A)
R ead aloud meaningful stories that 

strengthens school and classroom 
rules.(L)

S ing songs related to the lesson of 
the day.(E)

A ct out characters in a story or 
classroom and school rules.(P)

N otify/follow up student’s progress 
at home.(L)

N urture love coupled with daily 
prayers.(A)

I ntegrate games and puzzles in 
everyday lessons.(P)

E nhance student’s self-evaluation 
skills through checklist.(S)

MISS AMANO
M  odels reverent behavior during Mass. 

(A)
 I mmediately responds to parents’ 

concerns or questions on Jupiter. (E)
S hares with students analogy strategies 

to prepare for the S.S.A.T. (L)
S eeks opportunities to teach children 

how to problem solve through various 
life situations. (P)

A lways prays for the children and their 
families. (A)

M akes it a point to collaborate with Mrs. 
Tsuda and Miss Kuaimoku regarding 
those in grades 6-8. (P)

A ttentive and participates during staff 
meetings. (E)

N ever lets an opportunity go to share 
personal experiences. (E)

O ffers students a chance to utilize their 
technology skills to enhance a lesson. (L)



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

SEPTEMBER 8
Gonzalo Reyes 1969
Christopher Root 1974
Thomas John Kinneavy Sr 1985
Virginia Santos 1989
Wilhelmina Luna 1999
Rosario Angeles Edano 2015 
 
SEPTEMBER 9
Hermenigeldo Daligcon 1975
Elizabeth Vierra 2001
Louis "Barney" Garcia 2003
Patrocino Pasion 2014
Joe Revosora Saba 2014

SEPTEMBER 10 
Ruth Mae Will Tuthill 1959
Marcos Benabese 1992
Vincent Sonny Pamplona 2006
Frances Kuuleiopuulani Zablan 2006
Lorito Dela Cruz Sabado 2007

SEPTEMBER 11
Victoria Arneho 1968
Carlton Rollo Gates 1973
Teodoro Amion 1973
Coulson Gung Hook Lau 1987
Carmen Hostallero 1989
Thelma Louise Cabato 1989
Laura Kanuha 1991
Salome Balanza Cantor 2009
Sheryl Leigh Ann Daguio 2015

SEPTEMBER 12
Edward Jiminez 1968
Clarence Kenji Fukumae 1975
Tommy Lee Swari 1975
Julio Dacay 1975
Rose Delima Aquino 1986
Incarnation "Nancy" Perez 2009
Felipe Camus Funtanilla 2013

SEPTEMBER 13
Monique Valbuena 1989
Julio Feliciano Milan 1990
Richard Palmyra 1992
Pedro Castillo 2012

SEPTEMBER 14
William Dacala Cabanlet 1987
Harry Taylor Carter Jr 1994
Nicanora Gedorio 1998
Kapono Rego Lau 2004
James Zablan 2006
Margaret Rocha Kim 2009

Please notify the Parish Office a week in advance to have your 
intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
7:00 a.m. 

5:00 p.m. Blessings & thanksgiving for Ofelia Tabije & 
family. For the eternal repose of the souls of Sheryl 
Daguio & Rosario Edano.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions of Marieta & Meliton Bond. 

Blessings & thanksgiving for Ofelia Tabije & 
family. For the eternal repose of the souls of 
Howard Stone, Sr, Margaret Stone, Ruth Natho, 
Bob Natho & Sheryl Daguio.

8:30 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m. Blessings & good health for the Silva family.  Safe 
travel & good health for the Clemson family.  For 
the eternal repose of the soul of Roberto Olaya.

5:00 p.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Birthday blessings for Angela Keen.  For the eternal repose of
the souls of Fred Forte, Adriano Sajonia & Sheryl Daguio. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Birthday blessings for Angela Keen. For the eternal repose of the
souls of Jess Quibilan, Sr & Sheryl Daguio.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Birthday blessings for Angela Keen. For the eternal repose of the 
soul of  Sheryl Daguio.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
For the eternal repose of the soul of Sheryl Daguio. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
For the eternal repose of the souls of Ricardo Ben, Sr & Sheryl 
Daguio.



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

St. James teaches that those who are 
perceived to be poor in the eyes of 
society are the ones who have been 
chosen to inherit the Kingdom of 
God.  Indeed, we are saved because 
of our poverty and redeemed out 
of our need, not because of our 
material wealth or achievements 
that the world finds praiseworthy.  
St. James also suggests that we are 
stewards of others, especially the 
poor and it's how we respond to the 
poor and needy that will define our 
relationship with the Lord.  Can 
you indentify the poverty, whether 
spiritual or material, that is in your 
own life?  How can that "poverty" 
be redeemed?  As stewards of 
others, how do we respond to the 
poverty that exists right in our own 
parish?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 $ 804,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 15,500.00

COLLECTIONS for September 1 & 2, 2018 $ 13,444.36
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 8,137.25
Loose Collections $ 3,971.11
Online Giving for August 27-31, 2018 $ 1,336.00       
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $   155,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 135,112.47
Difference  $ (19,887.53)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  235  
   
       
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 739,105.45
Collections for September 1 & 2, 2018 $ 180.00
Online Giving for August 27-31, 2018 $ 92.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,260,894.55)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 209,618.48
Collections for September 1 & 2, 2018 $ 600.00
Online Giving for August 27-31, 2018 $ 187.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 317.00
Seminarian Education Fund $ 105.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY

Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Thomas Miyashiro
Dcn. Efrain Andrews
Dcn. Raymond Lamb
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. Jonathan Rewein
Maintenance

Ms. Mary Pat Waterhouse
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10   
10:15 - 11 a.m. School Rosary Church
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Knights of Columbus Center
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
8:30 a.m. M. Tabisola Funeral Church
11 a.m. Tabisola Funeral Mass Church
2 p.m. Tabisola Burial Offsite
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC
6 - 6:45 p.m. H.C. Parent Orientation Church
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
6:45 - 9 p.m. CYM Team Mtg Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m.  Samoan Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
6 - 7:30 p.m.  Shazzy Fitness PC2
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
7 p.m. PPC Center

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother Prayer Group Church
5 - 6 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 9 p.m. Virtus PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
6:30 - 8 p.m. School PC

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  AHG Mtg Rm
9  a.m. - 12 p.m. Virtus PC
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
12:30 - 2:30 p.m. PABS Mtg Rm
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center
6 - 8 p.m. School PC

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
12 - 2 p.m. Cohesiveness Meeting PC1
2 - 4 p.m. CYM MS PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM HS PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LIFELONG CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

In the Church’s liturgical calendar, there are only three people whose birth and death we celebrate: the Lord Jesus, St. 
John the Baptist, and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This weekend we celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
September 8th. The origin of this Feast comes from Palestine in the 5th century to mark the anniversary of the consecration 
of the basilica in Jerusalem, built according to the tradition, on the location of the home of St. Ann, the mother of Mary.  
Eastern monks brought the Feast to Rome by the end of the 7th century and from the 13th century on, the celebration assumed 
notable importance.  Currently the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been assigned to the September 8th 
in both the Eastern and Western Church because it marks nine months after the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 
December 8th.  In the Dictionary of Mary published in 1985 states that, “The birth of Mary is ordained in particular toward 
her mission as Mother of the Savior. Her existence is indissolubly connected with that of Christ: it partakes of a unique plan 
of predestination and grace. God’s mysterious plan regarding the incarnation of the Word embraces also the Virgin who is 
His Mother. In this way, the Birth of Mary is inserted at the very heart of the History of Salvation.”  The beautiful texts of 
the Mass from this celebration points to this truth:  “Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for 
from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God (Entrance Antiphon).”  “Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift 
of heavenly grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin may bring deeper peace to those for whom the birth of 
her Son was the dawning of salvation.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Sprit, one God, for ever and ever (Collect).” “May the humanity of your Only Begotten Son, come, O Lord, to 
our aid, and may he, who at his birth from the Blessed Virgin by taking from us now our wicked deeds, make our oblation 
acceptable to you.  Through Christ our Lord (Prayer over the Gifts).”  Happy Birthday Blessed Mother!

BISHOP LARRY SILVA
Our Catholic Church is in one of the greatest storms in its history.  Many clergy, who were trusted 
by others because they were presumed to be spiritual leaders, have sexually abused minors.  Many 
bishops, who are presumed to be men of integrity, have covered up the abuse – and some have been 
abusers themselves.  And now, an Archbishop who had great responsibilities both in the Vatican and 
as the Pope’s official representative to the United States, has written a shocking exposé, naming the 
names of many American bishops and priests, and the names of many high ranking Vatican officials, 
including the Pope himself, whom he believes have participated in such corruption that it scandalizes 
us all.  People are very justifiably angry and want not just routine apologies but real reform that 
changes the corruptions of a culture.  Some are so disillusioned that they have left the Catholic 
Church.  Some, who left the Catholic Church a long time ago for whatever reason – or for no reason 
at all – are now farther distanced from the Body of Christ.  Most devastated of all are the men and 
women who have become victims of this scandalous behavior from men who say they are preaching 
about the commandments of God but are living by their own commandments rather than God’s.  As 
Jesus railed against the Pharisees who complained that his disciples did not follow man-made ritual 
laws, how much more does he rail against those who have so grievously offended young men and 
women, very often robbing them of faith itself?


