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Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish

MISSION

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship 
of time, talent and 
treasure, seeking to renew 
and maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
October 20 & 21, 2018

Vaticannews.org         October 12, 2018

Pope Francis said that when the devil 
cannot destroy head on with vices, wars 

or injustices, he does so subtly with guiles, 
gradually leading people into the spirit of the 
world, making them feel nothing is wrong.
 When the devil takes 
possession of a person’s heart, 
the Pope said, he makes it his 
home not wanting to leave, 
and tries to ruin the person 
and harm him even physically. 

Warning that the devil’s 
purpose  and vocation is “to 
destroy the work of God”, 
Pope Francis said that when 
the devil cannot destroy “face 
to face” because God is a 
greater force that defends the 
person, then he, cunning and “smarter than 
a fox”, seeks ways to regain possession of 
that person.

Finding the home “swept and adorned”, 
he brings along with him several other 
spirits worse than him, and they enter and 
make it their residence, and the condition of 
that person becomes worse than before. 

The Pope said he make us feel 
comfortable that we are Christians, Catholics 
who go to Mass and pray.  We do have our 

defects, our sins, but everything seems to 
be in order.  Acting like a polite person the 
demon goes about to find a weak point and 
knocks at the door, saying,  “Excuse me? 
May I come in?” and rings the bell.   The Pope 

said these demons are worse 
than the first ones, because you 
don’t realize they are at home.  
They are the worldly spirit, the 
spirit of the world.  
 The Pope said that the devil 
either destroys directly with 
vices, wars or injustices 
or he does so politely and 
diplomatically the way Jesus 
describes.  Working silently, 
they make friends and persuade 
you on the road to mediocrity, 

making you “lukewarm” with worldliness.
 Pope Francis thus urged Christians to be 
vigilant and calm with these polite demons 
who want to enter the house as wedding 
guests.  “Christian vigilance”, the Pope 
said is the message of Jesus, that questions 
what is happening in the heart - why am I 
so mediocre; why am I so lukewarm; how 
many “well-mannered” people live at home 
without paying their rent? 

POPE: WATCH OUT AGAINST FRIENDLY, “WELL-
MANNERED DEMONS”

This week’s Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9;  Psalm 126:1-6;  Hebrews 5:1-6;  Mark 10:46-52
Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2-6;  Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51;  Hebrews 7:23-28;  Mark 12:28b-34
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

James and John must have been full of ambition.  
They are so frank in asking Jesus, their master, 

that when He will be glorified one would sit on His 
left and the other on His right.  Jesus reprimands 
them that it is not His authority to do that but His 
Heavenly Father.  The two disciples feel they have 
the right to do since they are followers of their 
master.  They want to be great, to be first and to 
be recognized.  With such a demand, the other 
disciples become indignant.  This incident brings 
Jesus to teach all of His disciples of how one can 
be great.  Jesus states whoever wishes to be great 
among themselves; one has to become a servant; 
and, whoever wishes to be first among them will 
be the slave of all.
 Jesus’ words are very contradictory to human 
precepts.  Many wish to be above anyone else 
that is to be masters, to be in control and to be in 
command.  Many wish to be served.  Many would 
like to be first and not the last or least.  Jesus 
clearly illustrated that this is not the way it is if 
we wish to be great in the kingdom of God.  He 
though master gave witness to this teaching when 
He offered His life on the cross in service for all 
people.  He bent down on His knees to wash His 
disciples’ feet at the Last Supper; He tended to 
feed the hungry, served the poor, the lowly and the 
outcast.  He went from town to town to spread the 
Good News of Salvation.  He cured the sick, the 

leper and brought back life to the dead.  He came 
to serve and not to be served.
 Servants are very keen on listening and 
carrying out the command of their master.  They 
forget themselves and do what their masters tell 
them to do.  They give up their dignity and pride 
and obey their master’s command.  In that way, 
they completely give themselves, their service and 
dedication for their masters to be pleased and be 
satisfied.
 To embrace ourselves as servants nor slaves is 
not easy.  But if ever, a key virtue is needed to be 
able to carry it out wherever we are.  That virtue is 
no other than humility.  To humble oneself is such 
a difficult thing to do in a culture wherein honor 
and power is highlighted and decorated.  Like 
James and John, we tend to be in places of honor.  
As such, pride takes control, and the tendency to 
feel great with everybody else overwhelms.
 To be great in the Kingdom of God, Jesus 
puts it, be a servant…be a slave!  It will be a life-
changing moment if we are to reflect how we are 
with our Master.  No doubt about it, He became a 
servant, He became a slave of serving those who 
cling to Him.  What an example indeed for us to 
ponder and follow.  True service is manifested by 
dedication, willingness to listen and do what we 
are called upon and sacrifice.  Are we willing to do 
that just as our Master did?

BEING GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”ACCOUNTABILITY
Summarized by Nalani Yoshida, Stewardship Committee Member

Rich Curran, Executive Director of Parish Success Group Catholic Ministry Training and Coaching, 
conducted a webcast on Accountability.  He discussed the big picture of challenges, playing offense when 
hiring/recruiting, setting the standards for existing team, and the differences between paid workers and 
volunteers.

It is important that we know what the church is asking of us.  There should be a clear picture on what needs 
to be accomplished. The right people need to be brought into the mix. You should never hire someone that 
you must motivate. Skills can be taught, but it’s really hard to train demeanor.  It is imperative to get the 
right fit early on.  There’s a difference between a difficult employee and a toxic one.  Toxic employees 
spread their behavior to others.  There’s a pattern of de-energizing, frustrating or putting down teammates. 
The whole team suffers.  

Critical for Success of New (and existing) Hires:
1.  Clear Job Description – outlined expectations for success
2.  Proper Supervision and Coaching
3.  Regular check-in’s and feedback (positive and negative)
4.  Trust and freedom to innovate
5.  Clearly defined organizational goals – short and long term
6.  Investment in professional skill growth
7.  Surrounded by talents and professional skills of advisors

 
The church is missionary not stationary.  Are programs set up to be missionary? If not, who’s holding the 
ministries accountable?  The Catholic schools’ role is no different from a parish.  They are to form the 
whole person and to help them and apprentice them in life to be productive and to be an active member of 
our faith.  Not just teaching them facts, but also practicing.  
 
Questions that should be asked EVERY Year:

1.  Do you have the right structure?  Day/time of week right for most?  
2.  Do you have the right process?  What is happening inside that structure?  Are we forming disciples 
whose behavior is changing? If not, it’s not being done right.  Are our attendance numbers increasing?
3.  Do you have the right skills?  Know what kind of skills are needed.  

 
6 Steps for Volunteer Accountability:

1.  Have detailed volunteer descriptions: Who, What, Where, When & Why
2.  Recruit for talent and skills not position
3.  Screen all volunteers
4.  Provide quality orientation and training
5.  Manage volunteers:  Regular feedback, keep it simple, deepen relationships, discipline is necessary
6.  Show genuine appreciation (handwritten thank you notes go a long way)

OF STAFF IS CRITICAL TO 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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The OLGC School Community 
honored Grandparents on October 5th! 
This is a very special annual event 
that our teachers and students prepare 
for during the first quarter of school. 
Students write personal invitations, 
prepare handmade gifts, and practice a special performance 
for their grandparents. This year, Father Pascual celebrated 
Mass and Deacon Ray assisted with an inspiring homily 
about grandparents and their unconditional love, and the 
sincere appreciation we have for grandparents. After Mass, 
Grandparents enjoyed a fellowship breakfast organized by 
the school’s Parents As Partners Group. To conclude the 
event, students performed by class a special song for their 
grandparents. We enjoyed upbeat tunes by The Beatles, 
Backstreet Boys, and Bruno Mars, and swooned at the 
children’s voices as they sang “You Are My Sunshine” 
and special lyrics following the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star.” Mahalo to the Grandparents Day committee, 
Ms. Jo Ann, Mrs. Quidayan, Mrs. Annie, and Mrs. Perreira, 
for preparing a beautiful day for us to honor the elder 
members of our ohana. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR PRESENCE AT THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL EVENTS… 

•	 Friday, October 26: OLGC SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP/ FUNDRAISER GOLF TOURNAMENT- 
Register by Monday, October 22. Call the school office 455-4533 

•	 Thursday, November 15: 8:15 a.m. CELEBRATION OF VETERANS Mass and Program, 
Veterans RSVP by Tuesday, November 13 Call the school office 455-4533

•	 Friday, November 16: 5:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Fall Food Truck Festival / Silent Auction & 
Craft Fair 

 Grandparents Day



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK
Please notify the Parish Office a week in advance to have your 
intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
7:00 a.m. Thanksgiving & blessings for safe travel for Josie 

Respicio & friends. For the eternal repose of the 
soul of Margaret Koehler.

5:00 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Crestita & 
Estefanio Ancheta, Ernest Puni Espinosa, Kapono 
Lau, Richard Palmyra & Daniel K. Sailer.

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & thanksgiving for Marieta & Meliton 

Cristobal. Special intentions for Ruskin Bond 
Cristobal & the Military.  Special  intentions for 
Kit Merkel.  For the eternal repose of the souls of 
Jose & Felicia Alviedo, Samuel Hokama, Crestita 
& Estefanio Ancheta, Loretta Tabije, Marciel 
Tabije & all souls, Adela & Teodolfo Llena.

8:30 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Agrepina 
"Aggie" Dinong & Daniel K. Sailer.

5:00 p.m.  For the eternal repose of the soul of Andres Bali.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22
For the eternal repose of the souls of Andres Bali, Loretta Tabije, 
Marciel Tabije & all souls, Rodrigo Ellazar & Daniel K. Sailer.   
   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23
For the eternal repose of the souls of Andres Bali, Loretta Tabije, 
Marciel Tabije & all souls & Daniel K. Sailer. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
Healing, blessings & thanksgiving for Lance Tabije, Lily Alysha 
Tabije, Norman Tabije, Angeline Keen, Roland Tabije & Sally, 
Florence, Brett & Justin Schuh.  For the eternal repose of the 
souls of Andres Bali, Loretta Tabije, Marciel Tabije & all souls & 
Daniel K. Sailer.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
Birthday blessings for Fr. Pascual Abaya & Cliff  Duro. 
Blessings, healing & thanksgiving for Imelda & Paul Vernon. 
For the eternal repose of the souls of Andres Bali, Loretta Tabije, 
Marciel Tabije & all souls & Daniel K. Sailer.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26
Blessings, healing & thanksgiving for Alyta, Alysse, Ella & 
Steven Harrelle. For the eternal repose of the souls of Andres Bali, 
Loretta Tabije, Marciel Tabije & all souls, Daniel K. Sailer & Ernie 
Alaimalo.

OCTOBER 20
Synthialynn Cabalis
Jose Hank Ramirez
Lori Ann Zimbra
Consolacion Paraoan

OCTOBER 21
Helen Alfeche
Ricardo Alip
Rollen Padello
Visitacion Santella
Rosaline Caluya-Pennington

OCTOBER 22 
Eniceria Relacion
Kent Asato
Eulogio Oliva
Margarita Omalza Alayaay
Adelia Galicia Fallago
Linda Edejer Ramos
Clara Perida Mainaaupo

OCTOBER 23
Dolores Belario Alania
James Howard Park 

OCTOBER 24
Tomeno Mavis Hayashi
Ira Byrd
Aurelio Rivera

OCTOBER 25
Robert Anthony Gomes
Albert Balensuela
Faima Omoso
Carrie Chang
Cecelia Daniels

OCTOBER 26
Gaudencia Perez
Nestor Pintoy Pascua
Ernesto Enriquez
Elsie Chun
Randall Gene Reyes

1988
1998
2005
2010

1969
1984
1992
1998
2007

1969
1974
1975
1987
1987
1993
2004

2007
2008

1999
2010
2016

1974
1990
1991
2000
2010

1978
1994
1996
1998
2014



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

In today's Gospel Jesus teaches his 
disciples that whoever wishes to be 
great among them must be a servant, 
just as he came to be a servant.  Today 
is World Mission Sunday - a reminder 
of our call to be good stewards of the 
Gospel and to support those who make 
evangelization their servant ministry 
throughout the world.  Not to be a 
servant of the Gospel would be poor 
stewardship.  But how do we serve the 
gospel in our daily lives?  How do we 
support others who serve those who 
have never heard the Gospel or who 
have chosen to reject the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ? 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 $ 804,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 15,500.00

COLLECTIONS for October 13 & 14, 2018 $ 14,585.49
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 9,207.50
Loose Collections $ 3,941.99
Online Giving for October 8-12, 2018 $ 1,436.00 
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $      248,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 223,548.39
Difference  $ (24,451.61)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  245  
       
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $   728,984.60
Collections for October 13 & 14, 2018 $ 460.00
Online Giving for October 8-12, 2018 $ 152.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,271,015.40)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 207,813.92
Collections for October 13 & 14, 2018 $ 118.00
Online Giving:  October 8-12, 2018 $ 447.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 22.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY

Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Thomas Miyashiro
Dcn. Efrain Andrews
Dcn. Raymond Lamb
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. Jonathan Rewein
Maintenance

Ms. Mary Pat Waterhouse
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22   
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Mtg Rm
6:30 - 9 p.m. Youth Praise & Worship Rehearsal Church
7 - 9 p.m. Knights of Columbus Center

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 
5 -  9 p.m. American Heritage Girls PC
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
6:45 - 9 p.m. CYM Team Mtg Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m.  Samoan Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
2 - 5:30 p.m. YAFM Homeless Ministry PC1
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
6 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry Meeting Center 
7 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting PC2
7:30 - 9 p.m. YAFM  PC1

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother Prayer Group Church
6 - 7 p.m. Shazzy PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 
11:15 a.m. Rodney Surrell Funeral Mass Church
1 p.m. Rodney Surrell Burial Offsite

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 
7 - 9:30 a.m. Ohana Ministry for the Homebound Center
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Chuukees PC
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
12 - 2:30 p.m. PABS Mtg Rm
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center
                        
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
2 -  4:30 p.m. CYM MS PC
4:30 - 8:30 p.m. CYM HS PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LIFELONG CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

From the time of religious freedom of the Catholic Church 
in Hawai’i, the Catholic faith grew and spread.  Many 

lay people who were punished during the persecutions 
emerged to be great leaders of the faith and helped with 
evangelization work.  During the pioneering days of the 
mission, Hawai’i was part of a larger mission prefecture 
that included the Marquesas Islands and Tahiti.  Bishop 
Stephen Rouchouze was the vicar apostolic and he arrived 
in Honolulu on May 15, 1840.  The Church during his time 
was spreading to the other islands of the chain and there was 
a need to recruit more priests to help in the mission.  This 
was an indication that the Holy Roman Catholic Church was 
going to stay and be a permanent institution.  The Hawaiian 
Islands became an independent Vicariate Apostolic in 1847.
 By 1940, the Vicariate Apostolic of the Hawaiian 
Islands had been led by five vicar apostolics and was ready 
to become its own diocese. The demographics of Hawai’i in 
1940 were already multi-cultural.  The Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Portuguese, Filipino workers that came during the 
sugarcane industry era diversified the Catholic community 
that was mainly made up of Hawaiians during the time 

Hawai’i was still a kingdom.  The population of Hawai’i in 
1940 was 423,330 according to the Sixteenth US census. In 
the US Census taken in 2010, the population of the State of 
Hawai’i was 1,360,301. The Church remains to be a multi-
cultural Church with new cultures added from both the east 
and west of Hawai’i.
 The last vicar apostolic to the Hawaiian Islands was 
Bishop Stephen Alencastre.  His episcopacy was significant 
to the history of the Church in Hawai’i because he was 
the first bishop that immigrated to Hawai’i as child, grew 
up in the islands, and ordained a priest in the Honolulu 
cathedral.  According to the Hawaii Catholic Herald, 
Bishop Alencastre “was in a position to prepare the Islands’ 
Catholic Church for the transition from missionary territory 
to independent diocese.” He opened 44 new churches and 
invited religious priests and nuns from the continental 
United States because “seeing the transition from mission 
to diocese coming, Bishop Alencastre laid the groundwork 
for the anticipated status.  He looked to America for help for 
his newly Americanized terrain.” (To be continued…) 

Although there is much popular talk about the “separation of Church and State,” it is still extremely 
important that we people of faith have a voice regarding the laws of our land.  Our faith teaches 

us many principles based on the teachings of Jesus, and following these principles is not only good for 
Catholics but for the entire society.  What is a law, after all, but a community’s concrete expression of the 
values it expects its citizens to live?  All laws have a moral basis  Therefore, our insistence on a respect 
for life in all its stages from conception until natural death, our championing the dignity of every human 
person, and our care for the poor and suffering are hallmarks not only of our faith, but of the law that is 
“written in our hearts.” 
 I urge all of you, therefore, to prayerfully and thoughtfully consider the issues on which we are called 
to vote and the people who will be articulating those issues into law.  A blind loyalty to a particular political 
party with which one has always been affiliated is not always what is called for in this time when our 
institutions and laws are very much in need of a moral compass that is based on the God who gave us our rights and laws that 
flow from our nature.  And, of course, I urge all of you to VOTE and to exercise this responsibility so many people in the world 
can only dream about.  May you be guided by the Holy Spirit, and may your vote be for the good of our entire community! 


