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Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish

MISSION

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the Holy 
Catholic Church; through 
the Stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure, seeking 
to renew and maintain love, 
family unity and Christian 
values throughout the 
community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.
Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

T H I RT I E T H S U N DAY I N O R D I N A RY T I M E
October 27 & 28, 2018

Vaticannews.org October 23, 2018

A new book published by Loyola Press 
highlights the wisdom of the elderly, their 

experiences and their insights as fundamental 
contributions to society. In the preface to the 
book, written by Pope Francis, he calls for 
an alliance between the young and the old to 
help counter the culture of waste.
 Pope Francis is asking young and elder 
people to join forces to make the world a 
better place. Answering questions during a 
book launch at the Augustinianum Institute 
in Rome, the Pope invited young people to 
listen and to bond with their elders in an 
effort to counter a culture of waste, a growing 
indifference to the plight of migrants and 
refugees, and a dangerous resurgence of 
populism that spurns hatred and intolerance.
 The event, dubbed as an “intergenera-
tional conversation” presented a book pub-
lished by Loyola Press and curated by Jesuit 
Father Antonio Spadaro, entitled “Sharing 
the Wisdom of Time”.
 The book contains stories gathered from 
elderly persons from all over the world. Its 
inspiration comes from Pope Francis himself 
who repeatedly expresses his belief that the 
young can only sink roots into the soil of 

tradition through their relationships with the 
elderly.
	 The	 175-page	 book	 fleshes	 out	 what	
Pope Francis said he feels “the Lord wants 
me to say: that there should be an alliance 
between the young and old people.”
 “Sharing the Wisdom of Time” offers a 
collection of stories and wisdom from older 
people from 30 countries and from every 
walk of life.
	 The	stories	are	organized	in	five	thematic	
chapters: work, struggle, love, death and 
hope, and each chapter begins with the Pope 
reflecting	on	each	theme.

POPE FRANCIS:  “SHARING THE WISDOM OF TIME” 
AS AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN GENERATIONS

This week’s Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9;  Psalm 126:1-6;  Hebrews 5:1-6;  Mark 10:46-52
Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 6:2-6;  Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51;  Hebrews 7:23-28;  Mark 12:28b-34
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Bartimaeus has been blind all throughout his 
life.  He has always been at the mercy of 

people who give alms while begging along the 
roadside.  People pass by and the only way he 
knows what is happening around him is through 
his hearing.  A great opportunity happens when 
he learns that Jesus is passing by.  Without much 
ado, he shouts Jesus’ name and begs for mercy, 
“Jesus, son of David, have pity on me.”  His cry 
for mercy is disturbing that many rebuke him 
to be silent, but it did not bother him at all and 
cries out even more.  When Jesus hears his cry, 
calls out and asks him what He can do for him.  
In Bartimaeus’ condition, there is only one thing 
to ask, to be able to see.  Jesus recognizes his 
actions and words to be expressive of his trust in 
the Lord.  In all His mercy and care, Bartimaeus' 
sight was restored and he follows the Lord on 
the way.  Blind Bartimaeus has become a man 
not only with eyes that can see but have also 
have an eyesight of faith to know who really 
Jesus is.  Jesus, whom he can trust and follow in 
the path of life.
     How dark it may have been for Bartimaeus' 
world to experience as such when he was not 
able to see?  His joy to see the beauty of creation, 
the people around him or even just to appreciate 
colors had been missing throughout his life.  He 
can only content himself with the clinging of the 
coin in his cup as he begged and at least when 
someone would accompany him to his post.  

But things changed when he encountered Jesus.  
He received his sight through the powers of 
Jesus.  And now being able to see, what a relief 
and joy for him to see what he was deprived of 
for many years in his life.  All these things were 
given by Jesus.
     In like manner, we can also experience such 
goodness and joy with our own encounter with 
the Lord.  Like Bartimaeus, we cry aloud to 
Jesus our longing but not for material things 
but more for spiritual gifts especially the gift of 
faith, hope and love.  Jesus is more concerned 
with our inner longings rather than things that 
do not really matter.  We had been gifted with 
our gift of sight but oftentimes we are blind to 
what is happening around us and our world.  
There is so much poverty around us and it is 
happening in our own neighborhood.  We are 
often blinded by our selfishness that we cannot 
open to extend a helping hand.  We are often 
blinded by our anger that we could hardly find a 
way to forgive and let go.  We are often blinded 
by our desires that we miss to see the desires of 
our Lord for us.
     Bartimaeus’ cry is our cry to our Lord Jesus,  
to have pity on us and to seek that our sights 
are restored.  Like him, we can have our full 
confidence in Jesus who can restore our lives 
to something even more wonderful.  And that 
wonderful thing is no other than the beauty of 
being called sons and daughters of God.

FULL CONFIDENCE IN JESUS!

By Naomi Amuro, Filipino Ministry Member
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MINISTRY CORNER

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”

Our Lady of Good Counsel’s Filipino Ministry along 
with some members of the OLGC Ohana Ministry to 

the Homebound experienced a blessed journey of faith on 
Saturday October 13, 2018 on a chartered school bus.  Our 
rosary pilgrimage began even before boarding the bus as 
many also attended Mass and were blessed by our pastor 
Fr. Pascual Abaya, IV.
 It was a beautiful, sunny day – unlike the weather 
forecast which called for rain and possible thunderstorms.  
We took this as a sign of God’s grace and we were grateful.  
	 Our	 first	 stop	 was	 St.	Ann’s	 in	 Kaneohe	 where	 we	
began our rosary, after learning some history about this 
vibrant parish from parish representative Carmen.  We 
also had an opportunity to see the historical items in their 
beautiful foyer. It was a wonderful way to start off our 
pilgrimage.
 Then we were off to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(OLMC) to pray the second decade of our rosary. We were 
greeted	by	Fr.	Paulo	Kosaka,	OFM,	Cap.,	who	shared	with	
us the background of OLMC and powerful stories about 
how each hardship that the church faced has resulted in 
something very positive.  Fr. Paulo reminded us that the 
rosary is the greatest weapon given to us by the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to combat the forces of evil, both overt and 
benign, that we face daily.
 The third decade of our rosary was recited at the 
Mission Church of St. Joachim in Punaluu.  Lana Eder 
told us about the history of St. Joachim and treated us 
so warmly, as though we were already great friends.  We 

could feel the love and warmth, all the while remembering 
how great is our God.  
 Next stop on our rosary pilgrimage was St. Roch in 
Kahuku	where	we	learned	about	the	parish	and	about	St.	
Roch himself from Jarma Hudson.  We were fortunate 
to be invited to have lunch on the grounds of the church 
where we enjoyed food, fellowship, and laughter. Thanks 
to the kindness of Ohana Ministry to the Homebound    
members Filomina and Arlene Bali, who brought manapua 
and noodles enough to feed the pilgrims and the staff of St. 
Roch.  We shared a meal and made new friends.  The Holy 
Spirit was present indeed!
	 Our	 final	 decade	 of	 the	 rosary	was	 done	 at	 St	 John	
Apostle & Evangelist Church in Mililani. Msgr. John 
Mbinda gave us a brief tour and history of the parish 
and school and explained to us about their upcoming 
construction of a community hall.  Msgr. Mbinda also 
talked about the lovely artwork, both in sculpture and 
design in and around the church.  It was a beautiful ending 
to	a	fellowship	and	faith-filled	day.
 Special thanks to Geri Roylo Aranaydo for coordinating 
this pilgrimage, musicians Joe Jucutan, Bernard Cabatu, 
and Noni Panen, rosary leaders Pepita Amingay, Lita 
Olegario,	Luz	Vea,	Dr.	Amelia	Jacang,	and	Tessie	Kalawa.		
Thanks also to all who participated in this spiritual journey 
of faith.  God lead each of us to this for different reasons 
and what we got out of it varied from person to person.  
However, the one thing that we all gained was a greater 
sense of community and closer walk with the Lord.

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL FILIPINO MINISTRY

Rosary Pilgrimage OCTOBER 13, 2018     

By Naomi Amuro, Filipino Ministry Member



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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OLGC	School	completed	the	first	quarter	of	school	and	students	
were recognized for their outstanding academic efforts and 

behaviors at the award assembly held after the weekly school 
Mass on Thursday, October 18th. Parents and friends gathered to 
congratulate these students! Throughout the quarter, it is expected 
that students set personal goals, encouraged and supported by their 
teachers and families. 
Selected pupils of kindergarten through eighth grade receive 
character awards:
The Conduct Award is given to students who display outstanding 
behavior.

The Effort Award is given to students who display a determination 
to try their best. These students have shown a positive attitude while 
putting forth a great amount of effort while working to complete 
class and home assignments.

The Most Improved Award is given to the students who have shown 
outstanding improvement. 

The Service Award is given to the students who provide great 
service to others. 
Students of grades 3 through 8 have the opportunity to earn a place 
on the Honor Roll. Students must have a qualifying conduct grade 
and their academic grades determine their placement on the honor 
roll. 
 
Students earning a proper conduct grade and a GPA of 3.0 to 3.5 
earn the second honors. 
Students earning a proper conduct grade and a GPA of 3.6 to 3.9 
earn	the	first	honors.

Students earning a proper conduct grade and a GPA of 4.0 to 4.3 
earn the Principal’s List.
Congratulations	to	all	the	students	for	their	efforts	in	the	first	quarter.	
We look forward to their achievements in the second quarter!!! 

AWARDS 
   A S S E M B L Y

SAVE THE DATE
•	 Thursday, November 15: 8:15 a.m. CELEBRATION OF VETERANS Mass and Program, 
 Veterans RSVP by Tuesday, November 13 Call the school office 455-4533

•	 Friday, November 16: 4:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Fall Food Truck Festival/Silent Auction & Craft Fair 
 Please contact Tori Bautista t.bautista@olgchawaii.org to reserve a booth at the Craft Fair



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK
Please	notify	the	Parish	Office	a	week	in	advance	to	have	your	intentions	
added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
7:00 a.m. Birthday blessings for Betty Shibata.  For the eternal repose 

of	the	souls	of	Ernie	Alaimalo	&	Rodney	Koba	Padello.
 
5:00 p.m. Blessings, healing & thanksgiving for the Pino & Ansing 

Tenga, Santos & Milo family.  For the eternal repose of the 
souls of George, Pedro & Marcelina Respicio, Richard Garo, 
Daniel	K.	Sailer,	Andres	Bali,	Loretta	Tabije,	Marciel	Tabije	
& all souls. 

.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions  for the Cristobal family. Blessings, 

healing & thanksgiving for Bay Gonzalo & family. Birthday 
blessings for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the 
souls of Atsuko Iguchi, Ernie Alaimalo, Loretta Tabije, 
Marciel Tabije & all souls

,
8:30 a.m. Blessings & thanksgiving for Darius Pascual. For the eternal 

repose of the souls of Richard Garo, Agrepina "Aggie" 
Dinong, Alfredo & Eutropia Suga, Andres Bali, Melanio 
Arguelles & Aurelio Rivera, Sr.

11 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

5:00 p.m.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Pablo &  
Serafina	 Coloma,	 Victorino	 Coloma,	 Nicolas	 Coloma	 &	
Rodney	Koba	Padello.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
Blessings & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico. For the eternal repose of the 
souls	of	Richard	Garo,	Ernie	Alaimalo,	Andres	Bali,	Rodney	Koba	Padello,	
Melanio Arguelles, LorettaTabije, Marcial Tabije & all souls.
   
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Blessings & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the souls 
of	Richard	Garo,	Ernie	Alamalo,	Rodney	Koba	Padello	&	Melanio	Arguelles.
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31
 Blessings & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico. For the eternal repose of the souls 
of	Richard	Garo,	Ernie	Alaimalo,	Rodney	Koba	Padello,	Melanio	Arguelles,	
William Bradley Ben & Margarita Bulan.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Blessings & thanksgiving for Jon T. Cabico.  For the eternal repose of the 
souls of the deceased members of the Foronda family, Richard Garo, Catalina 
Gamayo, James Aranita, Felipe & Francisca Alvarez, Ceria, Castales, De Vera, 
Sarmiento, Rosario, Caranto, Asuncion, Adaban, Cervas & families.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
6:30 a.m. Special intentions for the Perpetual Adorers of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  For the eternal repose of the souls of deceased 
members of the Alviedo family, deceased members of the 
OLGC Filipino Ministry, deceased members of the Rosalo 
family, Richard Garo, Crestita & Estefanio Ancheta, Catalina 
Gamayo & James Aranita.

7:00 p.m. For the repose of the souls of Richard Garo, Melanio 
Arguelles, Anita & Juan Brozas & all souls.

OCTOBER 27
Eudora Silva 1980
Helen Yuk Lin Chang 1997
Jose	Kenneth	Lanias	 2001
Anthony Dibrogrozcio 2010
Emilio Acosta Asuncion 2013
Joseph	Keanu	Jr.	 2013
Josephine Janice Espineli 2015 
  
OCTOBER 28
Helen Ching DeMello 1986
Daniel Mendoza Cadiz 1994
Eutropia Suga 2002
Joseph Alpiche 2015

OCTOBER 29 
Adele Crisp 1964
Edmund Torres 1970
Walter Timmons 1974
Norman Pacheco 1980
Inez Luebbert 1994
Violet Orlando 1996
Lit Szeto 2010
John Stein 2012

OCTOBER 30
Valentine	Kahalewai	 1975
Yolanda Imanil 2007 

OCTOBER 31
Jane	Hawayo	Kano	 1969
John Quintua Jr. 1979
Fortunato Serapion 1990
Rolando Garcia 2003
Alvin Bernard Chun 2007
Virginia Ortegero 2013

NOVEMBER 1
Jimmy Nicolas Pascua 2009
Tracey Allen Abrice 2016
Tybee Robin Wright 2016

NOVEMBER 2
Felipa Oliva 1975
John Santiago 1977
Patillio Billiamosa 1979
Joseph Suan Daguman 1988
Joseph Vera Panis 1993
Consolation Castillo 2003
Vance Warren Hall 2006



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

After healing the blind man in 
today's Gospel Jesus told him to go, 
to be on his way.  But the man chose 
to follow Jesus.  Being a disciple of 
Jesus is a choice.  The stewardship 
way of life likewise involves a 
choice, in fact many choices.  We 
choose to be grateful, we choose to 
live generously, and we choose to 
trust that God will always provide 
for our needs.  These are three 
choices central to the stewardship 
way of life.  What choices will we 
make this week that give witness to 
our decision to follow Jesus Christ?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019 $ 804,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 15,500.00

COLLECTIONS for October 20 & 21, 2018 $ 18,410.47
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 13,933.31
Loose Collections $ 3,376.16
Online Giving for October 15-19, 2018 $ 971.00
All Souls Donations $ 130.00 
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $      263,500.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 241,958.86
Difference  $ (21,541.14)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  230  
       
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $   730,406.60
Collections for October 20 & 21, 2018 $ 1,275.00
Online Giving for October 15-19, 2018 $ 147.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,269,593.40)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 208,163.92
Collections for October 20 & 21, 2018 $ 168.00
Online Giving:  October 15-19, 2018 $ 182.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 328.00
World Mission Sunday $ 1,822.64
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PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office:	(808)	455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office:	(808)	455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29   
4 - 9 p.m. YAM Halloween Event PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Mtg Rm
6:30 - 9 p.m. Youth Praise & Worship Rehearsal Church

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy PC2
7 - 9 p.m.  Samoan Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31
8:30 - 11:30 am. Outreach Center
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic PG Church

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother Prayer Group Church
5 - 6:30 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy PC2
6:30: - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Holy Hour Church

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 2
10:15 - 11:15 a.m. School Rosary Church
5 - 9 p.m. Bereavement Ministry Reception PC
6:30 p.m. Candle Service Church
7 p.m. Memorial Mass Church

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir PC212  
11 a.m. Rollin Yasay Funeral Mass Church
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center
3 p.m. Rollin Yasay Burial Offsite
                        
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
2 -  4:30 p.m. CYM MS PC
4:30 - 8:30 p.m. CYM HS PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will	be	undergoing	surgery,	please	contact	the	Parish	Office.

BLESSINGS:		Please	contact	the	Parish	Office	to	make	
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please	contact	the	Parish	Office	before	making	
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:		Please	contact	the	Parish	Office	to	make	an	appointment	
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish	Office	for	more	details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish	Office	if	you	are	a	baptized	Christian	of	another	denomination	wishing	to	
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:		Please	contact	the	Parish	Office	at	least	6	
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LIFELONG CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

BISHOP LARRY SILVA
While the “no pain, no gain” concept is very familiar in military life, I wonder if in our culture in 

general it is seen as simply foolish.  We seem to search for ways to make our lives easier and easier, 
yet somehow this leaves us empty.  Is the fact that there are so many suicides among young people related 
to the tendency to think that one simply cannot bear the sufferings that come with life?  Is the opioid 
epidemic and the move to legalize recreational marijuana an indication that we simply need to anesthetize 
ourselves	rather	than	deal	with	the	difficulties	of	life?		Is	the	high	divorce	rate	in	our	country	at	least	partly	
due to an over-romanticizing of marriage and relationships, such that if things go wrong the tendency is 
simply to walk away and not deal with the hard issues of our own or the other person’s inadequacies?
 While this seeking to avoid pain at all costs may seem to be a hallmark of our own age and culture, it 
is really nothing new.  In our gospel reading today we see James and John asking Jesus to promise them a 
special place in his kingdom.  His response is to ask if they are able to drink the cup that he must drink, and 
here, of course, he is referring to suffering.  They say they can, but they do so naively, not realizing the tremendous suffering 
they would have to endure for the sake of entering the eternal kingdom of God.  In the end, of course, they both suffered a great 
deal; James with martyrdom and John with exile.  But it was accepting this suffering, consenting to be crushed for Jesus’ sake, 
that they were both ultimately given a place in heaven

The wider Church also anticipated the elevation of the 
mission territory into its own diocese.  In a letter to the 

Cardinal Prefect of the Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda 
Fide, Archbishop John Mitty of San Francisco wrote:

With regard to Hawaii, I feel that the present situation 
gives an opportunity to the Holy See to put this program 
into effect.  I think it would be exceedingly wise to 
change the status of Hawaii from a Vicariate Apostolic 
into a Diocese and to attach it to the Province of San 
Francisco, I think likewise that if some American priest, 
brought up and trained in the Church methods of the 
United States, were appointed Bishop of Hawaii, it would 
prove most fruitful for the good of the Church there.  In 
this Archdiocese there are several very competent priests 
who I feel could handle this situation.

This correspondence gives us an insight to the necessity 
of the hierarchy to name a new diocese in Hawai’i.  The 
Archbishop’s	own	priest	would	eventually	become	the	first	
diocesan bishop.
	 On	Jan.	25,	1941,	Pope	Pius	XII	officially	elevated	the	
mission territory into a diocese but records indicate that the 

announcement	was	published	on	February	22.	 	The	official	
text of the apostolic bull states:

And so since the Vicariate-Apostolic “Sandwiegnesis in 
Oceania”, located in the Sandwich of Hawaiian Islands, 
has greatly increased these latter years in number of 
Catholics and in works of religion and state, We, having 
heard this advice of the Consistorial and Propaganda 
Congregations and receiving a favorable report from 
our Venerable Brother, Amleto John Cicognani, Titular 
Archbishop of Laodicea in Phrygia, Apostolic Delegate 
to the United States of North America, after mature 
deliberation have determined to elevate that Vicariate to 
the rank and dignity of a diocese.

The new diocese was to be called the “Diocese of Honolulu” 
after the capital city of Honolulu. The bishop’s cathedra was 
to be located in the church dedicated to Our Lady of Peace 
elevating it to the status of Cathedral church.  Several months 
later, the pope selected Irish-American priest Monsignor 
James J. Sweeney of the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
to	 be	 the	 first	 bishop	 of	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Honolulu.	 (To	 be	
continued…)


