
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding will guard your
hearts and your mind in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Peace be with you all!

Thanksgiving is a day when we express thanks for all the blessings we have
in our lives. Even when things are not going well, there’s so much to be
thankful for.

Going into my second year as your pastor we face an unprecedented
challenge – the corona virus pandemic. Celebration of Thanksgiving, Advent
and Christmas will be different this year. Our religious practices such as
attending Mass and other church services have changed – some have been
reduced or even suspended. The corona virus pandemic causes fear and
anxiety to many people worldwide. These are challenging times and there is
that fear of the unknown looming on all of us.

Our parish has taken the necessary steps to adapt to the guidelines
provided by the Diocese during this pandemic. Daily Masses are being
celebrated with limited capacity in compliance with the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and Diocese protocols. The Pastoral Center is open to
accommodate attendance overflow. Daily Masses may be viewed through
live-streaming from the OLGC website (olgcchurch.org) or on Facebook.
Many of you are unable to attend Mass in person, not because of negligence,
but because of safety concerns. Bishop Larry has given dispensation to
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation through December 31,
2020. The parish Covid Task Force Team was initiated to ensure protocols
are being adhered to help prevent any outbreaks. With patience and
understanding, volunteer members of various ministries have stepped up in
support of the “new ways” we are faced with. You are the frontliners of the
parish who work painstakingly for the protection, safety and well being of
parishioners. I am truly grateful for all you do.

I am delighted and thankful for the outpouring of love and support our
parishioners have exhibited in caring for one another especially to those
who are marginalized. Our Outreach Ministry has been blessed with
donations of food items and other supplies through the generosity of our
parishioners.

While social distancing is the new norm to mitigate the spread of the virus, I
am happy to learn of the spiritual bond that exists among parishioners. I
heard of the ways you reach out and connect with one another through
phone calls, texting and social media. In addition to these, I also learned of
your deep personal intercessory prayers for one another, especially the sick,



shut-ins and those in isolation. In prayer we are profoundly connected to
God and with one another in a more meaningful way.

OLGC parishioners continue to be resilient in the face of fear, anxiety and
uncertainty. We are overwhelmed by a plethora of information from social
media and the press that can cause confusion among us. But our faith
commends us to put our unwaivering trust in God through His Son, Jesus
Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit and through the intercession of
our Blessed Mother. St. Teresa of Avila wrote, “Let nothing disturb you, let
nothing frighten you. All things are passing away. God never changes.
Patience obtains all things. Whoever has God lacks nothing. God alone
suffices.”

Consistent with limiting physical interaction, I encourage you to visit the
OLGC website (olgcchurch.org) for information on Mass schedules, other
events and activities in the parish. I appreciate all the work and dedication
of those involved in the live-streaming of the daily Masses and for the
upkeep of our website.

God is truly working in our community each time I see volunteers diligently
working together within their own ministries and with other ministries to
keep things going in our parish. I am thankful to each and everyone of you
for all your time and effort in making things happen.

Thank you to all of you who, despite these challenging times, continue to
support the OLGC offertory collection through online giving, by mail or by
dropping your donation in the offertory box in person. Your continued
financial support is critical to the sustainability of our parish. I am aware
that some of you are faced with personal economic challenges due to the
pandemic. Please know that you are in my prayers and that your situation
will soon improve.

This Thanksgiving take time to pray. Pray for those who are deeply affected
by the virus; those who have passed on; and the frontliners and healthcare
providers. Pray for an end to this pandemic. May we switch our focus from
the fear and anxiety of this pandemic and feel the love, peace, mercy and
most of all the presence of Jesus in our lives. Remember that God is always
with us. We are never alone.

On behalf of Fr. Joseph Pasala , Deacon Ray Lamb and the office staff, I wish
you and your families a happy and blessed Thanksgiving Day.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Fr. Santhosh Thottankara SS.CC.
Pastor


