
     NCYC not only helped me with my faith, but it also helped me make memories with my friends and
new friends that I met.  It was the best "first" experience I have had.  I enjoyed it more than I could
imagine.  Besides sharing this experience with friends, I really enjoyed attending daily Mass and the
singing, and especially Adoration.  The way these were presented made me feel alive and be able to
open up to God even more.  After Adoration, I felt renewed and that God gave me another chance to
restart.  I felt like I got to be who I really was.  The concerts were very uplifting and it brought me more
joy.  The sessions consisted of different speeches and the speakers made it fun and engaging.  These
speakers were inspirational in sharing about how God can
make things possible for us and that we shouldn't give up.  This trip was phenomenal
and outstanding.  NCYC is great for youth like me and I encourage others to attend.
     Thank you all so much for this opportunity - Mariah Lujan 

"The LORD bless you and keep you!  The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious

to you!  The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!" - Numbers 6:24-26

                         NCYC was a great experience that has enhanced my faith and spiritual well being.
                         I was very intrigued with the speakers especially the people who help homeless           
                         children, and the woman who survived her traumatic human trafficking abduction.   
                      They see how God has guided them in their lives.  I too want to make a difference and will
with God by my side.  I want to thank all the parishioners who supported us spiritually and 
financially.  This experience would not have been possible without you. - Ella Wenceslao

     I honestly did not expect NCYC to be that much fun. My initial expectation was that it would be
mellow and heavily informational. While the latter was true, it was far from mellow. The praise and
worship were amazing and captivating. The way the homilies’ lessons called us out to the reality of faith
was inspiring. Not to forget the individual sessions, which helped each person learn according to their
personal interests. What stuck out to me the most was the lesson about being the person who you were
made to be. Sounds cheesy, but it was presented in such a manner that made it felt like it was a whole
new lesson and concept. 
     This conference brought life and inspiration to mundane Catholic topics and called us to do what we
can with what we have. The musical artists, for example, use the talents they were given to preach the
message of God. This by far is my favorite memory from NCYC because there was a concert every
night. Because of these 3 days, I’ve definitely added to my habits. I pray and thank God more 
frequently, and I integrate all I’ve learned into my relationships and actions. The only
downside to this trip was the struggle of returning to normal life. I’ve had so much fun
learning in such little time, that it feels like a dream. I hope to integrate all what I
experienced into my life. I hope to build my relationship with God as one of trust and
love.  - Alexia Eleccion



     First off I would like to thank everyone for supporting us, with your prayers, donations, and guidance,
as you helped us make this trip and experience possible. I headed into NCYC excited, joyful, and with a
sense of gratitude.  A girl who also felt an overwhelming feeling of nervousness, timid, shy, and craving
for some sort of reassurance being that baptism is the only Sacrament I have received thus far (I am
currently preparing to receive Confirmation and First Holy Communion).  
     The theme of NCYC was “Walking on Water” and it was ironic as the conference was located near the
Pacific Ocean (I saw what they were doing ;)). I noticed that attendees were from different parts of the
country, spoke different languages, came from different backgrounds, yet we were altogether praying
and singing, and that was the reason that God was calling us to navigate.  Just like on land, you must
also navigate through the waters. To be at this conference where everyone is different and away from
home, we all welcomed the people who were there.
     Oneof the speakers, Mike Patin, had a metaphor.  When walking on water or on the boat with Jesus,
there will be storms that will rock your boat which basically means, there will be obstacles and there
will be times where we doubt. In August of 2021 I moved to Hawaii after growing up in the mainland my
whole life.  When I arrived and started 10th grade, I was quickly reminded of how different I was, even
though I was born on Oahu. I mentioned earlier that I was only baptized, so when coming to the altar
while everyone was receiving the Holy Communion I had to stand before Father with my arms crossed.
The feeling of shame, loneliness, and isolation was so overpowering I would question where God was. 
 Then I realized that He was with me the whole time. 
     Prior to the trip Auntie Laurie emailed me asking if I was willing to be a Youth Ambassador and
represent the Diocese of Honolulu. I was overcome with joy, but I stopped and hesitated.  This was a big
opportunity that involved responsibility and teamwork.  I told myself that I was not ready for
something that involved working with other people and other youth that received their Sacraments.  I
didn’t want to let my chaperones and my peers down.  At that moment, with all of the obstacles and
wanting to end the feeling of loneliness, I wanted the feeling of making a change and participating in
something that would allow me to connect with others, and ultimately – my Catholic faith.  I confidently
said “yes” to God’s calling, keeping in mind that this is what God wanted me to do. 
     On the final day of the conference, another speaker, Jessica Cox, mentioned that we are one of God’s
beautiful creations. Jessica shared how she wore prosthetic arms everyday for school just to feel
normal.  When she finally went to school without them, she was the happiest she had ever been. Which
made me reflect on my situation.  Hearing her story made me realize that the feeling of fitting in with
other teens here held so much pressure over me that I soon realized that I wasn’t acting my true self. I
created habits and expectations for myself that I could not have been able to reach myself. After
hearing her speak, I wanted to change that habit and truly be the person I want to be. 
     This trip has given me so much reflection and change; not just on myself but also my
relationship with God. I created memories and learned so much about myself and the
group I was with.  Coming back to Hawaii is like a new chapter in my life, and I have
noticed change within 
myself and how I act around others. NCYC is something that I would support and 
advocate to other teens in the future.  - Nevaeh Villanueva 

"We give thanks to God always for all of you,

remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly, calling

to mind your work of faith and labor of love and

endurance in hope." - 1 Thessalonians 1:2


